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—NEWS

TAFF FUNDS MISSING

The Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund suffered a major blow when it emerged that
Martin Tudor, this year's winner, did not receive any money from the
European fund for his trip to the Los Angeles Worldcon in August. The 1993
winner, Abigail Frost, was the previous UK administrator of TAFF and has not
passed on the money in her care, estimated by her to be about £2,700. She has
also failed to publish the detailed voting figures for the election, which was
contested between Tudor and SFX journalist M. ]. ‘Simo’ Simpson.

Frost claims to have been suffering from | TAFF winners. This secrecy has itself been the
“severe clinical depression or worse”, accor- | subject of criticism, though the justification
ding to one of the few members of fandom to | offered ~ that Tudor’s trip “would be ruined
have seen her recently, visiting US fan Gary | by endless argument and recrimination if [the
Farber, quoted in Ansible 112. This led to “a | facts and their implications] were publicly
period of sheer inability to deal with the world, | discussed at the time” - has largely been
and [she] has partially recovered only after | received sympathetically.
therapy.” Frost told Farber that she feels RESCUE EFFORTS
wholly culpable and deserves only condemn- | Novacon was dominated by efforts to save the
ation; she has handed over a cheque for an | fund from the “potentially disastrous conse-
initial £200 and has promised to repay the | quences of the actions of one misguided indi-
balance in monthly instalments of £80, vidual”, as Tudor put it. Two highly successful

Tudor's trip was eventually financed by a | auctions were held on Saturday and Sunday
combination of loans and donations from indi- | evening, in which the 281 attendess raised
viduals — some anonymously - and organisa- | £1,308.90. Items sold included a piece of stain-
tions such as the Mexicon Hat. The financing | ed glass produced by the late Bob Shaw and a
problems were kept a tightly-guarded secret | full colour painting by Arthur ‘ATom’ Thomp-
during Tudor’s American trip, only emerging | son, as well as fanzines, T-shirts, books, and
when the US fanzine Apparatchik decided to | much else. Nic Farey organised a beer tasting
break the story in the first week of November. | and raised an additional £132.40. - and further
A statement was subsequently posted on the | promises and pledges add considerably more.
net (reprinted overleaf) from various past | Continued overleaf

WHAT IS TAFF?

The Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund was created in
1953 for the purpose of providing funds to
bring well-known and popular fans familiar to
those on both sides of the ocean across the
Attantic. Since then TAFF has regularly
brought North American fans to European
conventions and vice versa. TAFF is wholly
supported by fandom; the candidates are voted
on by interested fans from all over the world,
and each vote is accompanied by a donation of
not less than $2 or £1

Candidates need five nominators from within
fandom: Martin Tudor's included Dave
Langford and the late Bob Shaw, a long-time
friend and supporter of fandom. The winner
pledges to perform the trip, and it's hoped that
he or she will write and publish a trip report,
though of the 37 winners (there hasn't been a
race every year) only 19 have done so, in
whole o in part. Eleven have published comp-
lete reports, of which Dave Langford's The
TransAtiantic Hearing Aid is perhaps the best
known. Each winner is subsequently respon-
sible for the fund and administering the next
‘race’, including fund-raising activities, issuing
regular newsletters, and counting the votes.

Previous winners have included Walt Willis
(1954), Ken Bulmer (1955), Terry Carr (1965),
Dave Langford (1980), Avedon Carol (1983),
Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden (1985 -
Patrick is now editor at Tor Books), Liian
Edwards & Christina Lake (1988 - editors of
Time Bytes, the Intersection fanthology), Pam
Wells (1991 - co-editor of Atiude), Dan
Steffan (1995), and Abigail Frost (1993).

The 1996 BSFA Membership Survey

« Send completed
« surveys to «

Claire Brialey

26 Northampton Road

Croydon

Surrey
CRO 7HA
UK
“bye
31 January 1997

«and you could win a *

£15 book token

With this mailing you'l find a membership survey which is seeking to find out what it is you like about science fiction, and
what you think about the BSFA. It's seven years since the last time we had a survey of members’ opinions, and it would be
very helpful for the committee to know what you think about what we're doing, what you want from us, and what we might be
able to do to improve things.

As an incentive for you to fillin the survey, and as a thank-you to at least a few of you for doing so, we'll be running a mini
‘prize draw’ into which we'll enter all of the survey forms received. The first three pulled out of the hat will each win a £15
book token.
All of the survey forms will be considered confidential. We propose to use a computer database to analyse the results; in ine
with the Data Protection Act 1984 (the BSFA is registered with the Data Protection Registrar) if you do not wish data
pertaining to your responses to be held on computer, please tick the box on the first page which indicates this. No information
will be passed on to other agencies. It would obviously be helpful for us if you could answer as many questions as possible,
but there’s no obligation to do so. In particular, there’s no actual need for you to fil in your name, address, or other personal
details in the first section if you prefer not to - aithough if you are willing to contribute anything to the magazines, please
provide some contact details so that the editors can get in touch! (And, of course, if you remain anonymous you won't be able
fo win a book token.)
We would also be interested in any feedback you want to give us in relation to anything not covered by the survey, or if you
want to elaborate on any of your answers; we'd far rather know about something you don't like, or any ideas you have for
improvements, than 1o to carry on unaware of your views. Equally, if there's something you particularly like about the BSFA
and would want to see continued, et us know.
The deadline for responses is 31 January 1997; completed surveys should be sent to me at the address on the form. An
analysis of the results will be provided in a future edition of Matrix, together with details of the book token winners.
Thanks very much for your help.

— Claire Brialey, Publicity & Promotions

9661909 /Aou + B
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TAFF Crisis continued from page 3

The following statement was issued on 3 November on behalf of TAFF, with the approval of Martin Tudor, by
various past administrators: Avedon Carol, Rob Hansen, Dave Langford, Patrick and Teresa Nielsen Hayden,
Greg Pickersgill, and Pam Wells

As has been the subject of extensive recent gossip in fandom (especially UK fandom) the TransAtiantic Fan Fund in Europe has

suffered a major financial setback. The European fund has not been passed on to the 1996 TAFF winner and current UK

adminisrator, Martin Tudor

Thanks to general fannish goodwil, i was assumed that pass-on delays folowing Tudor's victory in early May were the result of

‘simple disorganisation on the part of former administrator Abigail Frost Frost has additonally failed to publish the usual detailed
votng fiures and It of European voters wich re sl ot known. I late June. e rpeated gent enuies, Fros

avaiable: that person passed the news 1o Tudor
The missing sum sassumdiobesometzsw hased o he amcunt known o be el b Fost e endof 1934 [ er st
and last TAFF newsletter she gave the then balance s £1 933 06). plus subsequent identiiae donations, estmated income
from voting fees, etc. Expenses in the same period are thought to have been minimal. Frost has not directly responded 1o any
TAFF-related lefiers or phone cals o her answering machine sice the amouncement of Tudor's win. nor made her usual
pearaces o London pub meetings since earfy June.

s 1o secets, except of course for indvidul voters’ musnmwmng But t was felt that Martin
Ymsmsus:np ly by persanal loans, the Mexicon Hat, and ofher donations ~
would be uned by endless argument and mmnmanm it all of the above, and s inlecations, were pubily discussed t the
time. The matter fravels.

Unforuately,despite Tudors dterminaton o Tl thefl fcs immediately on retum to England, this announcement was
delayed for several weeks by unavoidable personal crises - including flness. Al those involved would fike to apologose to
wmuom for the unintended and mos! regretiable delay.
The positon remains unclear in several areas, including the posshilty of TAFF's representatives taking legal action. What is
certan is tha the European TAFF fund is desperately short of cash and that Matn Tudor's dfculies n perorming (and
performing wef) as the 1996 egat of magr y any
Since the above was issued, Frost met with Gary Farber and corrected the estimate of the missing funds to £2,700;
her initial cheque for £200 was handed to Farber and he passed it on at Novacon

The non-involved person’ referred to was sf critic John Clute, who, on 23 June, received a phone call from Frost
in which she admitted that the money was not available. Clute contacted Roger Robinson who then informed
Martin Tudor. Contact between Frost and Tudor resumed, with Frost promising to deliver a repayment schedule
and the voting figures, but by the middle of July she was refusing to acknowledge messages and letters again. On
30 July Tudor wrote a final time, “giving her an ultimatum that if she didn't contact me immediately | would have
10 option but to go public with the fact that she had failed to pass over the money”. There was no response

Critical Wave Folds After 9 Years

Crifical Wave, the Birmingham-based sf news and reviews magazine, has decided to cease publication with its
next issue, the forty-seventh. Launched at Novacon 17 and NICon Il in October 1987, Wave guiding lights Steve
Green and Martin Tudor have reluctantly come to the conclusion that “accelerating production and administrative
costs” have made further issues unviable.

A al apparently able | Green and Tudor paid fulsome tribute to those who

o conjure charges out of thin air, photocopier suppliers under | keep the magazine afloat, and reflected that while it was ‘a sad
o visble obligation to fulf their contracts, and the advertiing | time for both of us, that shouldnt overshadow the fact that
departments of Briish genre pubishers" who, they claim, are |~ Crical Wave achieved many of ts original aims and a few that
“pointedy conlemptuous of the small press which provides so | - weren't actually in our intial plans” Wave featured news,
many of ther readers with pamary information on new | interviews, reguiar reviews of fanzines, books and fiims,
releases”. The statement continued: “On many occasions over convention lisings, and - paricuarly -
the past nine years,  was only ourjont enthusiasm andthat of | provided a showcase for artists vmregixinnlsﬂd
our supporters which won the day. but here are always limts | - portiobos. Eurapean coverage was also emphasised: 25 logo
andnow, sady, we have passed them mummewwrmnfm

TAFF winner Martin Tudor at Novacon

For the future, Martin Tudor is now administering
the European side of the fund, now looking much
healthier since the generous response at Novacon. The
North American side has funds available to send a
representative to Intervention, the 1997 Eastercon in
Liverpool, though at press time - due to the
uncertainty - no candidates had yet come forward;
nominations closed on 2 December, and voting will
continue until 8 February.

Tudor has also produced a preliminary version of
his trip report, Have Bag, Will Travel (see below for
details), with the full version to follow early next year;
as usual, the proceeds go to TAFF. Early next year he'll
be organising a postal fanzine auction, and hes
determuned to get the fund back on its feet.

* The full story of Martin’s travails with the fund can
be found in TAFFlon Tudor 2, available from him for an
SAE (and a small donation to TAFF would be
welcome).

* Have Bag, Will Travel costs £2 to cover P&P. It's also
on the web at:

http://ww.ansible.denon. co.uk/TAFFrep. htal

* The Tudor Dynasty contains much of Martin's fan-
writing and was produced for TAFF; it also costs £2.
Contact: Martin Tudor, 24 Ravensbourne Grove (off
Clarkes Lane), Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13
1HX

‘publisher soon established that they were in fact
themselves Moreover, this virus alert was not in fact original
it bears a strong similarity to the infamous ‘Good Times’ virus
hoax which has occasionally surfaced on the net over the last
few years.

The lttr was folowed Fag fow days e by a ofic

for

cowriten by Baxter Guyﬁ.myrpamsimumd
Electronic Publshing) and Hugh Bames (an Executive Editor
there). This began: “You may have received a letier from a
Professor Edward Prideaux recenty tasely warming of a virus
called ‘rina. Please note that ina' is not a vins, and the
views of Prof. Prdeaux are not hose of Penguin books.” Whie
this fiyer did not accept responsbilty for the original waming,
Gadhey was quoled n the Daiy Telegraph of 23 September as
saying: It very unfortunate that we have created a scare - it
was not our ntention.* Baxter himself was unaware of the cam-
paign, though he knew it would be of the ‘easer type.

Gadney explained: “The intention of the release was o
convey the tone and the conspiatorial nature bolh o the plot
of the novel, and of some areas of th Intemet se. | ] we
‘were keen that the information should be kept by the joumalists
and not sent out electronically. To this end. the release was

Penguin Lays A Rotten Eqg

Penguin Books got themselves nto trouble when they issued a
fake virus waming as par of the publicily campaign for an J

co-witen by

Around 20 September, a letter apparently from a Professor
Edward Prideaux at the College of Stavonic Studies in London
was sent 10 a number of sf reviewers and joumalists, including
Matrix. It was headed Virus Waming from the Intemet and
started: “There is a computer virus that is being sent across the
Infemet.If you receive an email message with the subject ne
rina’ DO NOT read the message, DELETE it immediately.” It
explained that the viuus could wipe your hard disc or put the
processor in an th-complexity infinite binary loop - which can
severely damage the processor”, and would propogate itself to
everybody in your computer's address book.

The waming itself soon spread virus-fike over the net, as
worned recipients spread the word. But neither Prideaux or the
College appeared to exist, and detective work on tellale typos
on the address labels suggested that someone had gained
‘acoess to Penguin Books'sf mailing ist: urgent enquries to the

sent in hard copy by post to named indviduals to avaid any
wider dissemination,” which is a rly bizarre ciaim considering
that the whole point of the exercise was publicty, and the
original ltter actually told recipients o “alert your friends’.
Gadney concluded wih an apology. of sors: | am sorry about
any misunderstanding and hope that you wil find Iina
interesting.” O3

+ Sue Thomas reviews rna on page 13

IMPORTANT!

Please note that
Elizabeth and Paul Billinger
have now moved.

Send all renewals, address changes etc. to
Paul Billnger
BSFA Mambership Secretary
1 Long Row Close
Everdon, Daventry, Northants., NN11 3BE
Tel: 01327 361661
Email: billingergenterprise.net




Brits Dominate World Fantasy Awards, MacLeod Wins Prometheus

World Fantasy Awards
Presented at the World Fantasy Convention in
Schaumberg, llinois, on 3 November 1996.

NoveL: Christopher Priest The Prestige

‘STORY: Gwyneth Jones “The ringess”
ANTHOLOGY: A. Susan Williams & Richard Glyn Jones (eds )
The Penguin Book of Moden Fantasy by Women
COLLECTION: Gwyneth Jones Seven Tales and a Fable
ARTIST: Gahan Wilson
‘SPECIAL AWARD (PROFESSIONAL)” Richard Evans, for contrbutions

(NONPROFESSIONAL)  Marc  Michaud,  for
ress

Five of the seven regular awards went to Britons. Editor
Richard Evans's award was particularly poignant, after
his sudden death in May; it was accepted by his colleague
at Gollancz, Jo Fletcher. |
« Double winner Gwyneth Jones reviews the World |
Fantasy Con on page 18.
British Fantasy Awards
Presented at Fantasycon XX in London's Dockland's on 6
October 1996.

'NoVEL: Graham Joyce Requiem

SHORT STORY: Michael Marshall Smith “More Tomorrow™

COUECTON  ANTHOLOGY. Andy Cox (ed) Last Aites and

ysurrections

SuALLPRess: Andy Cox (ed ) The Third Allernative

ARNST: Josh Kirby

SPECIL AWARD: Mike O'Driscoll & Steve Lockley for Welcome

10 my Nightmare'
Prometheus Award ‘
The Prometheus is given by the Libertarian Futunist |
Society, based in America. This year's award, presented

¢ David Cronenberg, curenty ouraging the tabloids with his
adaptaton of Balard's Crash, has just announced that his next
Toronto-based projec will be Crimes of the Future. Funny hing s,
you look at his fimography you'l find that s second ffm, back in
1970 and made in biack and white when he was just ou of college,
was also called Crimes of the Future. Wow, 0éid vt

¥ The American TV network NB is now part way through aiing
its new sf/detective show Dark Skis, which goes out pimetime on
Saturday nights. The piot episode (drected by Tobe Hooper, who
hasnt really troubled the world since follows two
govermment workers, John and Kimberey, as they uncover @
deviish qoverment pot 1o withhod the Yt that. back n he 60,
Amenca was visted by aiens. It ends with them escaping the
conspracy and sefing oft across Amenica fo learm more and stay
one step ahead of the authorites. Doesn’t remind me of The X-Files
one bt Or The Imvaders. O The Fugitve.

¥ Scot Peter Capaldi (last seen acting in BBC2's rendtion of
Banks's The Crow Road) has signed a deal to drect his frst
Holywood movie Having heimed the Britpic Soft Top, Hard
Shouider and the Oscarwinning short Franz Kaka's Its a
Wonderful Life (which deserved the award for its title alone, as far
as I'm concerned), he will now bring his own particular vision to a
remake of X - The Man With the X-Ray Eyes. Apparently he is
qoing back 1o the source rather than relying on Roger Coman's
1963 schiock rendiion. That said, the frs thing they have done is
change the tie to Beyond Violet

¥ Marvel Comic's flagship team. those fine, upstanding
supporters of truth, justice and the Pennine Way - The Fantastic
Four - are about o it the big screen. They've been

at LACon [ll, went to Ken MacLeod for The Star Fraction
(an extremely interesting choice, given that the normal
of the LFS is somewhat right-wing, to say the
least). A ‘Hall of Fame' special prize went to Robert A.
Heinlein's Red Planet.
Rhysling Awards
The Rhysling is given for sf poetry, and this year the Short
Poem Award went to Bruce Boston for *Future Present:
A Lesson in Expectation” in Asimov's, Mar 95; and the
Long Poem Award went to Marge Simon for “Variants of
the Obselete" from her collection Eonian Variations.
Golden Ducks
Awarded for excellence in children's sf, the 1996 Golden
Ducks went to:
Peruae Boox: V.Vagin & F. Asch (il Vagn) Insects From Outer
MooLE Gaupes: Bechard Star Hatching
Yo Aot E. M. Goldman The Night Room, and H. M.
Hoover The Winds of Mars (i)
Sidewise Update
The Sidewise Awards, as reported in Matrix 121, are given
for alternative history books and stories. The judges are
currently reading for next year's awards and would
appreciate nominations and comments; UK authors won
both main prizes last year (Stephen Baxter's *Brigantia's
Angels” and Paul J. McAuley's Pasquale’s Angel) so it's a
subgenre particularly strong here.
Contact: Evelyn C. Leeper, 80 Lakeridge Drive, Matawan,
NJ 07747, USA
Email: ec1@lucent..com
Web: http: //www.panix.com/~rbs/AH/sidevise/

Marvel's duck. Thelr main compefitor,

‘Superman and Batman, both of whom have been

Yet Marvel can put its name to no more than a few tedious (and
ancient) TV series fike The Incredible Hulk, The Adventures of
Spider-Man and B movies like The Punisher. James Cameron's
plans o do a big-budget rendition of Spider-Man have been on and

a jury in South Bend, Washington,

August )
judged that the incident was “usifiable and
excusable” homicide.

it
!
i
e
7
¥

off for a decade now, so Marvel really hit

¥ An undeserved straight-1o-video fate was awarded to the exce-
llent horror-noi fim Prophecy earlier this year. Starring Chiistopher
Walken and Eric Stotz, s about a renewed war in Heaven and
angels visiing Earth to drum up recruts. Walken wil be back next
year in Ashiown (Prophecy I alongside Jenniter Beais. Meanwhie,
0 and hunt out a copy of the first fim, as wity, iterate and
compeling a dark fantasy a5 you are going o see ot read this year!

¥ Betore even contempiating id5. Hollwood's new goiden boys
Rotand Emmerich and Dean Deviin have been gven the green it
10 90 zhead wih a monsirously expensive version of Godzila. Oh
o, there goes Tokyo. Again

Meanwhi, id4 contnues to break records all over the worid. When
its finished it wil nicely settled in behind Jurassic Park as the
second biggest earer of il time. At time of wring, its wordwide
total s an astronomical $635 milion, which puts t $180 milion
ahead o it nearest rival Twister.

Back in 93, Jurassic Park prety much had the fieldto fse, the only

The Laest Action Hero. It h

had Twister and Mission: not earned over $400 million

T
]
!

LR
%géfﬁggaiﬁ
el

production hell for several years whie some legal wrangies were
roned out, but now s cobberin fime! Having aready been
ransiormed into an unimpressive cartoon and a laughably inept TV
movie. this version promises 2 huge budget. 2 scipt by Michael
France (who wrote Stalone's Ciffhangen and drection by Ms
Doubtfe's Chris Columbus.

consistently entertaining that this writer can remember in 15 years
of dedicated cnema gong
— John Ashbrook

Montgomery Being
ether go swaight 10 video in this country or
fum up at about 2am on Sky in about a year's
— John Ashbrook

9661909 /100 + El
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Big-Wig Digs At Igs
Sir Robert May, the science advisor to the British Government, has asked the organisers of the ‘Ig Nobel'
Prizes to stop giving them to scientists, even when they want to receive them. The Igs, a good-natured
spoof of science and the Nobel Prizes, are handed out every year to people whose achievements “cannot
or should not be reproduced". Nevertheless, this year's ceremony, held on 3 October at Harvard

University's Sanders Theatre, included yet another prizewinner from England.

The event was reluctanily presented by The Annals of
Improbable Research and was co-spansored by the Harvard
Computer Society, Tangents (the Harvard Radciffe mathe-
matical bulltin), and the Harvarc-Radlife Science Fiction

seconds, using charcoal and fiquid orygen. Professor
Goble's colleague Joe Cychoss travelled to Cambridge to
acceptthe Prize.

BIODIVERSITY Chonosuke Okamura of the Okamura

Associaton, The prizes were handed out by real Nobel Lau- | Fossil Laboratory in Nagoya, Japan, for discovering the

reates Dudiey Herschbach, William Lipscomb and others.

| fossis of dinosaurs, horses, dragons, princesses, and more

BIOLOGY Anders Baerheim and Hogne Sandvik of the | than 1,000 other extinct ‘mini-species’, each of which is less
University of Bergen, Norway, for their tasty and tasteful | than 1/100 of an inch in length. (For details see the series

report, “Effect of Ale, Garic, and Soured Cream on the
Appetite of Leeches" which appeared i the Brish Medical
Journal, vol. 309, 2431 Dec 1994, page 1669, Drs
Bastheim and Sandvik sent a videotaped acceptance
speech, and watched the ceremony liv on the Intemet,
MEDICINE James Johnston of R. J. Reynoids. Joseph
Taddeo of US Tobacco, Andrew Tisch of Lorilard, William
Campbell of Phiip Morrs, and the late Thomas E.
Sandefur, Jr, chaiman of Brown and Wiliamson Tobacco
Co. for their unshakeable iscovery. as festiied to the US
Congress, that nicotine is not addictive.

PHYSICS Robert Matthews of Aston Universiy, England
for his studis of Muphy's Law. and especaly for
demonstrating that toast always falls on the buttered side.
(‘Tumbling toast, Murphy's Law and the fundamental
constants” in European Joumal of Physics, vol. 16 no. 4,18
July 1995, p. 172-6) Professor Matthews sent an
audiotaped acceptance speech

PEACE Jacques Chirac, President of France, for
commemoraling the fitieth anniversary of Hiroshima with
atomic bomb ests in the Paciic

PUBLIC HEALTH Ellen Kleist of Nusk, Greenland and
Harald Mol of Oslo, Norway, fo their cautonary medical
report “Transmission of Gonorthea Through an Inflatable
Dol (Genitourinary Medicine, vo. 69 no. 4, Aug 1993, p.
322). D Moi ravelled from Oslo to Cambridge - at his own
expense - to accept the Prize. While in Massachusetts he
also delivered a lecure at Harvard Medical School about his
achievement,

CHEMISTRY George Goble of Purdue Universiy, for his
bistering world record time for igniting  barbecue - three

Scribble, Scribble, Scribble

Reports of the Okamura Fossil Laboratory, publshed by the
Okamura Fossi Laboratory in Nagoya, Japan during the
19705 and 80s.)

LITERATURE The editors of the journal Social Text for
eagerly publshing research that they could not understand,
that the author said was meaningless, and which caimed
that reality does not exist. (“Transgressing the Boundaries:
Towards a Transformaiive Hemeneutics of Quantum
Graviy" by Alan Sokal, Social Text Spring  Summer 1996,
pp. 217-252)

ECONOMICS Dr Robert J. Genco of the Uriversiy of
Buffalo for his ciscovery that “fnancial srai is a fisk
indicator for destructive periodontal disease”.

ART Don Featherstone of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, for
his omamentally evolutionary invention, the plastic pink
flamingo. Mr Featherstone travelled to Cambridge to accept
the prize.

This year's ceremony also featured the world premire of
Lament del Cockroach, a mini-opera for Nobel Laureates
and mezzo-sopranas, an auction of plaster casls of the eft
feet of four Nobel Laureates, and several tibutes to the
concept of ‘Biodversty. Thirteen-year old Kate Eppers,
spokesperson for the Commitee for Bacterial Rights, said:
“We lve in a diverse society. Our biggest thric groups are
ot the Asians, the Aficans or the Caucasians. Our biggest
ethnic groups are the Bactera. | used to wash my hands
every day. My mom made me. But then | leamed about
ethnic cleansing. Every time you wash your hands, you wipe:
out bilions and bilfons of Bacteria. Thafs no fair. Bacteria
have rights, 100. So lets be grown-ups about this. When
mom asks youto wash your hands, ust say No.'

- Gwyneth Jones's next ‘Ann Halam’ book will b called The Power House andis about art and demonic possession. If's
been fnished and s now t the copy-editing stage for pubiication early next year by Orion

- Jofin Jarrold at Legend has bought Ken MacL.eod's hird s nove.
+Out soon from US publishing house Necronomicon s a collection of Brian Stableford short stores, Fabes and
Fantasies
- Alasdair Gray collctors should ote that the first US edition of his sf novel The History Maker (HBJ, 1996) has
extensive revisions not present n the current UK ediion
+ Gollancz has bought Diana Wynne Jones's new adult fantasy, Deep Secret. Il be launched at the World Fantasy
Convention in London in October 1997
« Also from Gollancz i the later hal of next year are lan Watson's Oracle, Paul McAuley's The Chid of the River, and
Jenny Jones's Where the Chidren Cry.
~Nigel Bennett, star of cut vampire TV show Forever Knight, has put fang fo neck in The Keeper of the King. It's
co-authored with P. N. Efod and will b out early net year.
+ Lamy Niven has divered a fst draft of hs four-year-delayed sf novel Destiny's Road to Tor. Niven says, in Locus,
“Thisis perhaps my most ambiious work. The focus is very fine ... and covers mast of a man'slfespan.

+ Harry Harrison has sold The Stainless Steel Rat Goes to Hellto Orion fr March 97 publicaion
« Other Orion signings: James Buxton impressed your editor with The Wishing Tree earier in the year, and his next,
Bemondese ove Py is ce i Jun nex year, Lucius Shepards colecton o nuveHas Bamac/e Bil the Spacer
comes in March; and John Barnes's calecion of short
- Stephen Palmer has an unpublished short story on his Webs:le http:/ /v, geocities. :um/ueasuuez
- Dan Simmons has finished the final Hyperion book, The Rise of Endymion
 William Gibson has contracted with Putnam to writ two f novels, All Tomorrow's Parties and another, untied volume.
- Sue Thomas has frished her tird novel, The Netof Desire. You can sampl it o the net at #8787 LambdaMOO.
- Bicerebration: Jody Lynn Nye & Robert Asprin are witing a noveltogether ... Katherine Kurtz & Deborah Turner
Harris have fnished a fantasy novel about the Knights Templar .. Holly Lisle & Marion Zimmer Bradley are working
on a sequel 10 their Glenraven ... Storm Constantine and psychic Debbie Benstead are working on *a book of riual
magic”
+A. A. Attanasio has finshed Centuries, a ‘novel for the millenrium”, He says s a science fiction epi that spans the
fen centuries between our own apocalyptic age &nd the next millennium I's a bridge to the futuristic era of Sois, my
novelset on Mars a thousand years in the future.” Cenfuries will be out from Hodder & Stoughton next August

+Stephen Laws's novel Darkiallnas been optioned by the Newcastle actor Tim Healy's production company.

- UIHILM

Fiuswen At Last! John Clute and John Grant,
co-editors of the mighty (over 4,000 pages of printout)
Fantasy Encyclopedia, finally delivered the enormous tome
to Little, Brown on 21 September. Al apart from the
introduction, anyway. Plans are underway for a launch at
Intervention, the 1997 Eastercon.

Poachen Turns Prev Jane Johnson's proper job is
Editorial Director of HarperCollins's sf / fantasy imprint
Voyager, but she's been moonlighting: she wrote two
fantasy novels, one called The Wild Road, the other as yet
untitled, and submitted them under the pseudonym ‘Gabriel
King'. Random House bit, and weren't they surprised when it
emerged who the author was. They'll be out next year, under
the ‘King’ monicker.

Eorrors Epitep Following the resignation of Kristine
Kathryn Rusch from the helm of The Magazine of Fantasy
and Science Fiction in order to concentrate on her writing,
Gordon Van Gelder has been appointed to take her place.
Gelder wil stil be an editor at St Martin's Press, but only for
the st list.

WonrLocon Stats LACon Il the Los Angeles Worldcon,
had an attendance of 6,667 from 7,369 total members: fairly
low by US standards. 348 paid-up members and 354
supporters didn't attend, and there were 1,389 on-the-day
attendees, including 501 who paid full attendance rates (the
remainder being one- or two-day members, and children).
The At Show exhibited 2,796 pieces and raised $107,498;
155 attracted enough bids to enter the auction. There were
about 175 dealers and exhibitors in the dealers’ room,
though booksellers reported poor sales.

HuGonNE Intersection passed a motion to eliminate the ‘Best
Artwork' category of the Hugo Awards, and this was ratified
at LACon Il (though reportedly attempts are being made to
reinstate it). » The Retro Hugos will not be awarded at next
year's Worldcon, LoneStarCon in San Antonio, Texas.
SeriaL THRILLERS The success of Stephen King's The
Green Mie, released in six monthly instalments at a price of
£1.99 per episode, is tempting other publishers in America;
at one point all six parts were in the top 15 of the New York
Times bestseller list. Ballantine have jumped, and wil be
releasing John Saul's next novel, The Blackstone
Chronicles, in this form, starting next February.

The Truth Is Out TheRe The International Astronomical
Union has named asteroids after the Committee for the
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal:
‘Skepticus' (sic), and CSICOP's Paul ‘Kurtz, Martin
“Gardner’, and sceptical magician James ‘Randi’

WiLson ILLuminaTIONS Robert Anton Wilson, author (with
Robert Shea) of the “llluminatus’ trilogy, will be visiting
London's Imperial College for an evening on 28 Jan 1997,
with Richard Bandler; the tagline s “running your own brain
has never been this much fun before’. Bandler is the
co-creator of something called ‘Neuro-Linguistic Programm-
ing, which bristles with ™ symbols so it's probably
Californian and money-spinning. Hosts are Paul McKenna
and Michael Breen. The event costs a whopping £39.95 and
it's advance-only; enquiries to 0181 348 0629 or McKenna
Breen Ltd., PO Box 10778, London, N6 5FQ.

Carry ON PLuGGING Upcoming signings:

+ At London'’s Forbidden Planet: 30 Nov, 1.00pm Lisa Tuttle
(The Pillow Friend); 14 Dec, 2.00pm Jody Lynn Nye (The
Ship Errant)

Many thanks to
Michael Abbott, Brian Ameringen, John Ashbrook, Claire
Brialey, Andrew M. Butler, KIM Campbell, Jack Cohen,
Tony Cullen, Gary Farber, Jo Fletcher, Alison Freebair,
Eve & John Harvey, Steve Jeffery, Gwyneth Jones, Paul
Kincaid, Dave Langford, Pat McMurray, Dave Mooring,
Oisin Murphy-Lawiess, Chris O'Shea, Stephen Palmer,
Greg Pickersqil, Mark Plummer, Chris Reed, Jule Rigby,
Roger Robinson, Stewart Robinson, lan Sales, Maureen
Kincaid Speller, Brian Stableford, Carys Thomas, Sue
Thomas, Julie Tiller, Martin Tudor, Pam Wells, and D. West
- Speclal thanks to Andy Sawyer -




1995 BSFA Awards

BEST NOVEL

The Time Ships
Stephen Baxter
(HarperCollins)
Second Place
Fairyland
Paul|. McAuley
(Gollancz)
Third Place
The Prestige
Christopher Priest
(Simon & Schuster)

BEST SHORT STORY

“The Hunger and Ecstasy of Vampires”

Brian Stableford
(Interzone 91 /92)
Second Place
“The Ant Men of Tibet"
Stephen Baxter
(Interzone 93)

Third Place
“Warmth”
Geoff Ryman
(Interzone 100)

BEST ARTWORK

Cover of Seasons of Plenty
Jim Burns
(By Colin Greenland, HarperCollins)

Second Place
Cover of Interzone 100
SMS

Third Place
Cover of Interzone %
Santos Garijo

How The Voting Works

The voting system used by both the BSFA Awards and
the Hugo Awards is a version of the Single Transferable
Vote, which is also known (for reasons that escape me)
as the Australian ballot. Voters rate the nominees 1,2, 3
etc. The winner is the first nominee to gan a clear

majority of the votes cast. Thus, if 100 votes are cast, ‘

the winner would have to gain at least 51 votes.

All first place votes are counted, and if none of the
nominees has the necessary majority, then the bottom
place nominge is eliminated. Those who voted that
nominee first then have their second place votes
counted instead. If this stil doesn't give one nominee
the majority, the next lowest-placed nominee is
elimanated and the whole process continues.

BE7Td news —

Baxter, Stableford, Burns Win BSFA Awards

The 1995 BSFA Awards were
presented on Sunday 10 November
1996 at Novacon in Birmingham's Hotel
Ibis, where Paul Kincaid announced the
winners to a crowded and enthusiastic
audience at the closing ceremony.
Unfortunately none of the recipients
were present to collect their awards, but
they have all been informed.
Congratulations to the winners and all
those shortlisted!

* Stephen Baxter's The Time Ships has
additionally won the John W. Campbell Memorial

Award, and the German Kurt Lasssitz Award; it also
came second in the Hugos and was nominated for
the Arthur C. Clarke Award.

« Baxter is becoming extremely collectable in the
US, with first editions of The Time Ships going for
an astonishing $250. Over here you'll pay £20-£40
for first editions of novels like Flux, Timelike Infinity
and Anti-lce.

+Brian Stableford's sequel to “The Hunger and
Ecstasy of Vampires™ will appear in the January
and February issues of Interzone. It's called “The
Black Blood of the Dead" and is narrated by Oscar
Wilde.

+ Next year's BSFA Award ceremony will be back at
its normal venue of the annual Eastercon, which will
be at the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool.

Commentary

By the time you read this the 1996 BSFA Awards
will have been voted on and presented
Unfortunately this year saw a variety of

both with the award administration and with BSFA
‘mailings, but | am personally very pleased with the
number of nominating ballots retumed and votes
submitted. Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

Clearly a lot of you are interested in the Awards,
which is vital to their credibility. | believe that this
year we have managed to produce a healthy and
intriguing shortlist under difficult It

Awards Administrator

Kev McVeigh

reflects on this year's awards
and looks forward to next year

slipstream fantasy of Chnistopher Priest to epic
fantasy from Robin Hobb to name but four, and
over 40 short stories. The majority of the latter came
from Interzone, unsurprisingly, but there were other
sources too, and | hope this trend continues
Interzone is a fine magazine, but f needs other short

markets too. I'm sure editor David Pringle
would be the first to welcome serious competi
for his magazine. The same applies to the Artwork
Award, of course.

For me, and | suspect for many of you too, the
Awards process ha benefit It

is notable, for instance, that all the novelists on the
shortist are Briish. Personally, as many of my
favourite authors are American as are British, but it
can only be good for British sf to have this attention
focussed upon it. Such is the potential importance
of these Awards. The BSFA can promote can
promote them in the press, for instance, and stress
such things. So let’s have lots more nominations for
next year.

There were a total of 32 different novels nominated
from 1995, ranging from the hard sf of Greg Egan
through the steampunk of Stephen Baxter and the

Novels

Amitav Ghosh The Calcutta Chromosome
(Picador) — A rip-roaring old fashioned yam about
a conspiracy to subvert all the principles of Westem
science and thought, both provocative and pacy”,
says Mark Valentine.

William Gibson Idoru (Viking)

Peter F. Hamilton The Reality Dysfunction
Russell Hoban Fremader (Cape)

Ken MacLeod The Stone Canal (Legend)

Jetf Noon Automated Alice (Doubleday)

to keep up with every new novel and story, and
while I hesitate to buy a book purely because it has
been popular, shortlsts do offer pointers towards
things | may have missed. So if you've read and
enjoyed anything new this year, note it on a
posteard and let me know. You can nominate as
many different titles as you wish any time up until
the end of the year. To get you thinking here are the
latest nominations, and | hope to hear from you all
soon with your thoughts. Don't forget, it doesn’t
matter if somebody else has already nominated a
work, every vote counts towards the shortlist

— Kev McVeigh

Short Fiction
Barrington J. Bayley *A Crab Must Try” (Interzone
103)

Storm Constantine K&Boobsb,e&ye (from
Cybersex, ed. Richard Glyn Jones, Raven)

Paul di Fillipo “The Blankie” (from Rbollmk) di
Fillipo won the 1995 Short Fiction Award

George Saunders “Bounty” (from CivilWarLand in
Bad Decline)

Don Webb “The Literary Fruitcake™ (Interzone 113)

This might seem cumbersome compared to a
simple first-past-the-post system, but it does have
significant advantages. It could happen (indeed it
has happened on at least one occasion in the
Hugos) that there is one nominee favoured by a
minority of those eligible to vote but which every
other voter unanimously rated below ‘No Award'.

However, the votes of the majority would be fairly
evenly spread among the other shortlisted titles, so
that in a first-past-the-post system the unfavoured
title could sneak the award. But because the
unfavoured title gained no second or third place
votes, a more genuinely popular title won.

— Paul Kincaid
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1996 Nova Awards

The 1396 Nova Awards were presented on Sunday 10 November at the closing ceremony of
the 26th Novacon, heid at Birmingham’s Hotel Ibis.

Left:“And lo, the spirt of D. West Gid move across the face of the convention . . * Best
Arist D. wasn present. but his award was accepted by rumer-up and fellow Leeds based
arit Dave Moori

Below left: Best Wrier Alison Freebairn just after the ceremony, wondering where the hell
she's going to put her award and why | haven't bought her a drink

Below right: Claire Brialey and Mark Plummer, editors of Best Fanzine Waxen Wings &
Banana Skins (now renamed Banana Wings), at the presentation.

Bottom: Claire, Mark, and Alison, basking

SPECIAL “BEST FAN” AWARD
Bob Shaw
BEST FANZINE
Waxen Wings & Banana Skins
| Claire Brialey and Mark Plummer
BEST FANWRITER
Alison Freebaim
BEST FANARTIST
West

+ Photos: Chris Terran

1996 Nova Awards

Th F II R |t 7 Empties. ed. Martin Tudor (28) I)‘A Balanced Diet, ed Paul Kincaid (1) Mike Scoft (5)
e ru @S UILS | s cetersammenng eo MarkMcCam Tommy ycho Dyspeps (1) 24 Judith Hanna (4)
Fere ar e 1ll voting Figres or the 199 Nova Awards, cou Ferguson & James McKee (19) Saunmec Michael Ashiey (1) 25=Tany Berry (3)
tesy of Martin Tudor and Tony Berry. Fanzines qualy il cne | 2 Ansibe, ed Dave Langlord (16) Best Fanwriter Kai 3)
or more issues appeared between 1 Oct 1995 and 30 Sep | 10 The Disilusionist ed Anthony J. Snepherd (13) | {1 Ajson Fresbaim (117) Jily Reed (3)
1996; wrters and artists qualfly if a piece of writing or artwork 11=Snufiin’s Bum, ed. Maureen Kincaid Speller (11) 2 Mark Plummer (108) 28=Jim de Liscard (2)
appeared for the first tme n a fanzie between the same dates Zom. ed Mike Scott (1) 3 Dave Langford (61) Dave Hicks (2)
Afanzine is Oefined as "an amateur publication which is concer- | 13=Anorak Redempton, ed. Nigel E. Richardson (10) | 4 Martin Tudor (51) 30=Steve Davies (1)
ned with science fiction, fantasy, sf and fantasy fans and / or Reading Matters. ed. Tibs (10) 5 Claire Briley (50) Tibs (1)
related subjects, copies of which may be obiained in exchange | 15=Malachite Green.ed. Alison Freebaim & Mie 6 lan Sorensen (46 Pam Wells (1)
for amateur publclions of in response 1o eters of comment Sidgall 9) 7 Helena Bowes (27) Best Fan Artist
Voters qualfy by being attending or supporting members of the Patypus, ed. Simon Ounsey () 8 Nigel E. Richardson (17) 1 D. West (93)
relevant Novacon. and by recelving at least six fanzines, Elig- | 17=Eveballsn the Sky. ed. Tony Berry (6) 9 Alison Scott (15) 2 Dave Mooring (88)
ible voters are asked to rank in order of preference the three From the Kelpie's Pool, ed. Alison Freebaim (8) | 1 Mike Siddall(14) 3=Dave Hicks (84)
fanzines, writers and antists they most enjoyed. A first place ;g Vg;g“:’éi;w 9:’(6’5“ Harvey (7) 11 Michael Abbott (11) Sue Mason (84)

ins 5 pints, a second place gels 3, and a hird 1 point : 12=Anthony J. Shepherd (10) 5 Steve Jeffery (45)
ot samidaem el Lo FIT, ed. Judih Hamna 5 Joseph Nichoas (6) o K‘fmm) ol s eieilo
SRl ot Far Bl Dok So Gerald(5) 14 Sue Mason (9 7 Shep Kikbride (11)
Best Fanzine 23 Siddhartha, ed lan Wiliams (5) 15=Maureen Kincaid Speller (7) 8 Ann Stokes (3)

1 Waxen Wings and Banana Skins,ed Clare Brisley 8 Mark | 24<Batoons Over Britol ed. Pefe & Sus Bifield (4 Tonmy Fagnon () aSHS ()

Plumme (161) ) Fermat (4) Simon Ounsey (7) Jan Sorensen (5)

2 Atttude, ed. Micha! Abbot, John Daliman & Pam Wells (81 Tudor Dynasty, ed Bemie Evans (4] 18 Greg Pickersal (6) 11=Dave Hardy (3)
3 Pokta. ed.Steve Davies & Aison Scott 27=Fiying Py, ed. Darol Pardoe (3) 15=Jobn Dakman (5 Roo(3)

4 Pogonophobia. ed. Alison Freebaim (67) Never Quite Armiving, ed. Christina Lake (3) Steve Jeffery (5) Teddy (3)

5 Bobl.ed lan Sorensen (49) 29 Fans Across the Workd Newslettr, ed. Bridget Civistina Lake (5) 14 1an Brooks (1)

& Have Bag. Will Travel ed. MaMTm 32) Wilkinson (2)

Mark McCann (5)



Wha! to do with that book token
Matri i very pushed for space. 50 there's 2 severely curtaed books colsmn this Sme. Apologees for that. but
mnmmummmmm A8 are books Ive pariculady enoyed i the past
year hough - 25 abways - caves! smplor
First oft, my
. onathen

[Leger
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recent & forthcoming books—

doxpey onpir. Rober

c-n,a,u—us-n—r
MWMHW‘MQMW}-MMMMI bt ddnt
e fom it Pau . Mckuey's colecton T invsdie County (Gokanc)troug geler mch of s st
shon ficon, whie Jack Kim Newman's The
Boody P Bon (S § Schster rtetaned il 1 Sphen Plmer's Mooy Seed (00) s 2

Tain M. Banks's
Excesson (Or) provided exoarant summe ok, an Greg Bears hard o arhcogy New Lagends (Logend)
Jame The Wishing Tre (Orio)

and Brian Stableford's Salamander’s Fe (Legend) successiull traversed the midde volume of his ‘Genasys'
triogy. mw:mrnmymwammﬁm Phillp Trewinnard's The

(Liverpool Universt Press)exetcised my brain and ditonary. Best arthology ol te year was Gardner Dozols's
Best New SF 1995 (Raven), best colecion was Gre Egan's Avomatc. whie his Distes (boh Milenriu) was

ng horrr nove, while newcomer N. Lee Wood's Looking for the Mahd!

— Chvis Terran

Including Arrow, Century, Hutchinson

*K.IMTMWW(SSI» :ssspn—hpumdmmm
-up; fecommended. Set in the same future:

@:mw The Stone Canal (5 Sep; £15.99 hb, mw)—mww'omemwsumesw
The Star Fraction from the West Lothian based author. Both witty and funny, zestful, and written
with extraordinary , this confirms MacLeod as a great white hope of British sf. There's a
Joyous relish in this tale - which brackets The Star Fraction in its telling - of a coming-of-age in
contemporary Scotiand (it year's Glasgow Woridcon is an of-stage locale) through o a wor-
king anarchy on a colony planet via a European revolution. There’s much play with such current
st icons as Als, nanotech, VR, resurrection of the dead, information science and cosmology, but
all properly subsenvient to a cracking story with engaging and convincing characters. I's all
reminiscent of the excitement generated by John Varley in the 70s (without the dreary
Heinlein-worship; when wil American authors throw off his dead fist?). though MacLeod writes
from a very Briish perspective and with a most welcome poltical inteligence. Very highly
recommended, and my book of the year. Why wait til it cleans up the awards? Buy! Read!
Stephen Fry Making History (Hutchinson: 19 Sep: £15.99 hb O, 389pp) — Fry's novel Liar had
sinal elements: as does this, an altemalive history story rather firedy concentrating on Hitler and
the Nazi death camps - f you could adjust history 50 he never exsted. what would happen?
There's some vague quantum handwaving to justfy this, but the core of the novel shows Fry
trying - and faiing dismall ~ to wrie about something serious without ever tacing  directy. He
shies away from real pain, and his normal cynical frvoidy does not mix wel with the.subject
matter. In paricuiar, the passages depicting Hile’s family are very unconvincing. He does
‘name-check PKD though, $o at least he's aware of sf History. For a much more interesting
still morally . though in a different way) treatment of this theme, ry to get hoid of

FcTim Powers Earthquake Weather (17 Oct; £16.99 hb O, 496pp) — Powers's new novel
“mixes Muliple-Personality Disorder with a network of sorcerors and corporate poiics ™
Tim Powers The Anubis Gates (Oct; £5.99 pb R) — Reissue of the exuberant Dick Award
winning tartasy Recommended.
Oliver Johnson The Forging of the Shadows (3 Oct; £5.99 pb O, 608pp) — Epic fantasy,
Mmumwtm Thsnsmnhgmnptm .Atmm
contributed o agazine,
Eandnumnﬁammﬂuse
Alan Dean Foster A Call to Ams (17 Oct; £5.99 pb 1) — St
Terry Brooks First King of Shannara (17 Oct; £9.991p 1)
Simon Archer & Stan Nicholls Gerry Anderson: An Authorised Biography (17 Oct; £14.99
hb 0, 256pp)
Tad Wiliiams ommm (14 Nov; £16.99 hb ) — Not to be confused with “Jonathan
Wyiie™s Othera
*Gm!w&u«wallmund(m Nov; usmhc)
Jordan Conan the lov. £4.99
Chrmoph!f Stashetf The Witch Dumv(?v Nov £4.99 pb 0) ‘Humorous fantasy.
Harry Harrison & John Holm King and Emperor (5 Dec; £5.99 pb 1)
Alan Dean Foster The False Mior (5 Dec; £5.99 pb 1)
wgghrummmmmmz.lanwmsmn) Fantasy.
iana Gabaldon The Drums of Autumn (2 Jan; E‘G?@MO)
JoMDInMManm(ZJM £4.99pb1)
Andrew Harman A Midsummer Night's Gene (6 Feb; £4.99 pb O) — Humorous fantasy.
Maggie Furey The Sword of Flame (6 Feb; £16.93 hb R) — Fantasy.
Robert Jordan Conan the Magnificent (§ Feb; £4.99 pb 1) — Heroic fantasy.
Paul Bamett Strider's Galaxy (6 Mar; £5.99 pb 0) — St
Yuryamhrmmolsmm(swﬁssmn-hmy
116 Mar; £15.99 hb 0)
mmm(awnmm £599 pb O) — Fantasy, first publication.
erlWInﬂlngﬂnWood%{.’le £599pb 0) —
Hobu\JudmCaﬂanMaTmﬂWnlfGMv.Et”pM)—Huﬂchmw

New hard sf novel.

Historical fantasy.

questionable,
Jerry Yuisman's undeservedy obscure Elleander Morming (1984)
X

Gollanc.
Vista continves its of re-issues, and the squeeze is on for Praichetiophiles:

Including Vista
programme

& Terry Pratchett Hogiather (7 Nov. £15.93 hb, 285pp) — The twenteth Discworid novel concems
the kidnapping of the Hogfather, the Discworid's Santa Claus. A subsiute is needed fo fl the
loddes’ stockings and dispense good cheer, and there's only one sutable candidate: HO HO
HO, EVERYONE . A S. Byaft says, ‘Tm addicted fo Terry Praichefr” and she’s won the
Booker. 50 he must be a Good Thing (c.t. Selars and Yeatman's 1066 and Al That to which
TP's made more than passing reference) Also released on 7 Nov are ‘unifor collectors
ediions' of Equal Fites. Mort, Sourcery and Wyrd Sisters (all £15 99 h)

7N, Lee Wood Looking For the Mahdi (Vista: 7 Nov: £5.99 pb. 383pp) — “Blade Runner meets
The Fist of God in a blistenng novel of an ominously familiar near future.” Actually i's a first-rate
sf thriler set in a fictional Moslem country, from a new US writer who's married to Norman
Spinrad and fives in Paris. A homely journalist is offered a job escorting a modified human
bodyguard to a Saddam-like figure; betrayals and complications ensue, while she siruggles to
etain her humanity. Recommended.
N. Lee Wood Faraday’s Orphans (7 Nov; £16.99 hb, 351pp) — The magnetic poles reverse,
causing an eco-catastrophe. This s “a fough post-holocaust story with the pace, colour and
tension of The Stand and Damnatorr Alley. Termficall bleak.
Ursula K. Le Guin Tales of the Catwings (7 Nov. £10.99 hb)

e Ursula K. Le Guin A Fisherman of the Iniand Sea (Nov: £15.99 hb, 192pp) —
recent short ficéon
Paul Kearney Hawkswood's Voyage (Vista: 14 Nov: £5.99 pb, 382pp) — Prequel fo:
Paul Kearney The Heretic Kings (14 Nov; £16.99 hb, 320pp) — Book 2 of the well-received
fantasy senes The Monarchies of God. from the Northem Irish writer who now lives in
Copenhagen. Tiny gripe: yet again a publisher mars the appearance of a series by changing the

spine design
an McDonald Sacrice of Fools (7 Nov: £16.99 hb, 384pp) — The great Northem Irish siylst
tums 1o alien ‘invasion here: “The Shian armve in 2001, seeking a world to colonise. In exchange

Coll. of Le Guin's

for access to their technology, they are given rights to settle on Earth and now they live along-
side humanity, outwardly similar but inwardy deeply dfferent, a challenge to all mankind's
‘established notions of society, family, gender, sex, law ., * The core of the book is a murder
mystery set in Ireland, after a Shian familyis brutally killed, and the hunt for a serial iller.
Diana Wynne Jones Minor Arcana (28 Nov: £16.99 hb, 287pp) — Coll. of Jones's adult
stories, with six shorts and a novella (“The True State of Affairs”)

Vera Chapman The Three Damosels (28 Nov (R 1976); £16.99 hb, 352pp) — Arthurian

fantasy, arignaly published in 1976 as three novels: The Green Knight, The King's Damosel
and King Athur's Daughter. Chapman, who died earier this year, was instumental in
ku\&\g year's The

. which marks C

7 George R. R, Matin Feve Dream (Visa: 5 Dec (R 1962):£5.99 b, .’!SOpp)—M\si!
Missisipp vampire nove, in awelcome reissue. s 2 sot of American steampunk, with
Twain rather than Dickens as.

FMary Gentle Ancent Light (Vista- 5 Dec (R 1987); £6.99 pb, 707pp + appendices, maps) —
Sequel 1o Goden Witchbreed, languorous and involving Bidungsromans sef on a colony
planet ripe for explotation by Earth. | tilind Gentie's occasional ferky tense switches mildy
of-puting, but both are must-reads
Ursula K. Le Guin City of lusions (Visa: 5 Dec (R 1967) £4.99 pb, 192pp) — Early Hainish'
novell

Arthur C. Clarke & Mike McQuay Richter 10 (Vista: 5 Dec; £5.99 pb, 442pp) — Earthquake

thriler. Clarke's only input was @ 3-page movie outine, reprinted here as an addendum.
McQuay died shorty aftr finishing the book.

e Gregory Benford Timescape (Vista: 5 Dec (R 1980): £5.99 pb, 4120p) — Benford's best
book, a ime parador story which is amost an homage to Hoyle's The Biack Cioud, tough
better writen. The story's il terfic, Benford's view of the Engish class system sbl rings
taise (s al surtace), 60s Cakfomia sl convinces. Wel, he was there; but he was in the UK.

oo

an McDonald Chaga (Vista: 5 Dec: £5.99 gb)

Philp Trewinnard The Pastor (20 Feb 97. £16 98 ht)

Isaac Asimov Robot Dreams (Vista: 20 Feb £5.99 pb)

Isaac Asimov Robat Visions Vista: 20 Feb; £5.99 po)

Stephen King, Dan Simmons & R.R. Martin Dark Visions (Vista: 20 Feb: £5.99 pb)
Arthur C. Chrh Imperial Earth (Vista: 20 Feb; £4 99 pb)

9661 909 r0u + E]



nov / dec 1996 + ]

takin
S Serious

THE MAGAZINE REVIEWS here are based on a handout prepared
for students of Liverpool University's MA in Science Fiction Studies,
but it is also a quick look at the critical journals I find most useful. I've
restricted myself to academic or semi-professional critical journals
which are still being published on a fairly regular basis, though I could
have added fanzines like Bruce Gillespie's SF Commentary, which
appears when Bruce has time and money to bring it out, but which is
as valuable as anything here as a source of good, informed critical
writing about sf. There are certainly other zines which are on the same
level. However, | have included Vector to remind BSFA readers of
where it stands in the heirarchy of criticism - and because people will
hit me if I don't.

Why have sf criticism in the first place? Well, if you really have to ask
that question, how can I persuade you otherwise? But given that many
people are studying science fiction in some form, and that fandom has
had a long tradition of informed and - yes - critical discussion which
largely predates the interest of academia, the question ought to be,
“What criticism is there available which will extend and illuminate my
love of sf?"

Science fiction criticism is not, of course, confined to journals
specialising in sf, although where it appears in more mainstream
critical magazines it is usually focussed on a small, arguably
unrepresentative group of writers. But this is par for the course: other
specialist interest-groups — whether they're devotees of Charles
Dickens, specific theoretical approaches, or 17th century literature -
tend to have their own journals which are part of the mainstream of
critical discourse. The situation with sf is merely that it stands half-in,
half-out of this mainstream. The three ‘academics’ - Extrapolation,
Foundation, and Science Fiction Studies — are indexed in the Modemn
Languages Association bibliography on CD-ROM, as are JFA and some
extremely valuable if occasional sources not mentioned here, but that
still leaves a lot of useful material out there in no man's land. We are
gathering it together. Meanwhile, here are some pointers.

— Andy Sawyer

Andy Sawyer

SFRA Review

SFRA Review is published by the Science Fiction Research Association, founded
in 1970 to improve classroom teaching, encourage and assist scholarship, and
evaluate and publicise new books and magazines dealing with fantastic
literature and film. The editor is Amy Sisson. It is available to members only,
but benefits of membership include receiving Extrapolation, Science Fiction
Studies and Foundation (and soon if not at the moment NYRSF at an extra but
| reduced subscription). It is an internally-oriented publication, but is a useful
source of news and information about the science fiction academic world -
particularly in the USA - and about recent novels and critical works. The SFRA
also organises an annual conference, which [ am told is well worth attending,
— Andy Sawyer
'SFRA Review. Publshed six times a year. Indvidual membership of the SFRA costs $60
anally (€70 outside the USA). Details from Robert J. Ewald, SFRA Treasurer, 552 W.
| Lomcoln Street, Findiay, OH 45840, USA
SR

How seriously do you take sf?

On the next couple of pages you'll find information about
various journals dealing with the field, what their approach is
(from unashamedly academic to cutting-edge cybercultural),
how and where to obtain them . . . and, courtesy of BBR
Distribution, we've been able to arrange special discounts for

The Intemational Association of the Fantastic in the
Atts sponsors an annual conference and a scholarly
journal. As the title suggests, the range is much broad-
er than pure science fiction, and issues have included

BSFA members on certain titles.

]OURJ\'AL OF papers on fantastic art, romantic poetry (Byron, etc),

gothic fiction and film: any literary form with a
THE FANTASTIC | Fantastic element s open to discussion, The first issue,
N THE ARTs | in 1988, featured an article by Brian Aldiss who is a

permanent special guest at the [AFA conference. One
special feature is the number of theme issues and ‘special guest editors’ which
bring a strong focus to the contents, which otherwise (given the broad remit)
would be more dispersed among virtually every literary form you can think of.
If you see sf as a form of realism, this is not a relevant journal, but if you see it
as part of the wide tradifion of non-realist fiction (arguably the true mainstream
of lterary development, the realist novel being a mere whippersnapper of a
century or two) then this willlluminate your understanding greatly.
— Andy Saxayer
Journal quartety. Editor ddress: Carl
B. Yoke, Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts, 1157 Temple Trail, Stow, Ohio 44224-2238,
SA.

the Fantastic in th "

Subscription rates: individuals $20 (one year), $35 (two years); instiutions $25 and $45.
Cheques payable to AFA'. A message to me from the IAFA reads: “The ediorial folks are
il working out their plans for international subsciptions, bt they estimate that costs willbe
roughly $8 / year more in each category to cover the cost of first-class mailing.”
1AFAWebsite: it tp://ebbs. english. vt .edu/1afa/1iafa. hone. htnl

+ JFAis available from BBR (see box).
Like The New York Review of Science Fiction, SF Eye can
best be described as ‘independent small press'. Published
and edited by Stephen P, Brown, it started with a bang in
1987 by jumping straight into the cyberpunk debate with
a first issue which featured interviews with Gibson and
Sterling, and has kept straight to the cutting edge ever
since. In fact, the ethos of the magazine is that it is much

more than an sf critzine: regular columns by Sterling, Paul di Fillipo, and

Richard Kadrey are as likely as not to have very litle to do with sf as such, but

be more (as with Kadrey) reviews of obscure (to me) records and videos or (as

with Sterling) discussions of John Updike or Lafcadio Heamn. Contributors like

Takayuk Tatsumi provide fascinating insights from the Japanese cyberpunk

scene. Interviews have featured Connie Willis, Samuel R. Delany, David

Wingrove, Lewis Shiner and Howard Waldrop, Lucius Shepard and fain M.

Banks . . . but also Brian Eno. Article about strange science, techno-eroticism,

and Oz mingle with long reviews from people like Gwyneth Jones, Elizabeth

Hand, and Kathleen Ann Goonan. William Gibson reviews Irvine Welsh.

Charles Platt despairs of the publishing scene. Rudy Rucker describes domestic

confrontations with far-right Republican neighbours. How Stephen P. Brown

ever brought put more than one issue, | do not know, but 1 want his address
book and whatever keeps him up and enthusiastic about the whole thing.

This s as far from fannish eamestness about Robert A. Heinlein and Isaac
Asimov as you can get. It may be fannish in a different way, even eamest, if
‘eamnest’ means taking things Seriously, but it's not a smooth and predictable
read and you'll always find something new. The letter column, by the way, is
pretty confrontational - worth a read in iself.

— Andy Sawyer
SF Eye: Published iregulary (‘approximately 3 times a year", but issue 14 was two years
atter 13). Subscriptions: $12.50 n USA, $20 outside USA (iree ssues)
- SF Eyeis avallable from BBR (see box).




Science-Fiction Studies

Science-Fiction Studies was founded by R. D. Mullen in
1973, at about the same time as Foundation; it also
comes out three times a year, but has developed along
different lines. The editorial team now consists of
Mullen as managing editor, Arthur B. Evans as
Publisher, Istvan Csiscery-Ronay, Jr and Veronica
Holliger. Previous incumbents of the editorial chairs
have included Darko Suvin, who has perhaps had
‘more influence on sf criticism than any other critic.

SF Studies looks firmly to the academic world: one of
its aims is to provide a platform for younger scholars
with an interest in sf. It has also been a platform for
criticism with a theoretical and ideological basis, and

has developed something of a reputation for
‘Marxism’ or ‘Postmodernism’. Indeed, it has
published articles which look at f ~ particularly
cyberpunk - as a postmodemnist phenomena (but then
again, so has Extrapolation), and has provided a
platform for pomo theoretician Fredric Jameson. It
does have a tendency to name-drop fashionable
philosophers like Deleuze and Baudrillard (the latter
has actually written for the journal). But the
stimulating links it makes between sf and High
Culture surely ought to be welcome. It has played a
major part in extending the reputations of Philip K.
Dick and J. G. Ballard (though to the latter author’s
dismay at the time), and has produced some
extremely valuable material on - early proto-sf
material: issue 61, for instance, published a 19th

century New Zealand tale and an examination of four
French-Canadian dystopias. (lts Canadian links are
strong: at one point it featured abstractsin French.) SF
Studies has also published on writers such as
Cordwainer Smith and John Brunner, and recently
featured a bibliographical study of Hugo Gemsback's
Ralph 124c 41+. Its market isn’t fandom as such, but
fans can get an awful lot from reading ~ and
occasionally taking issue with - its contents.

— Andy Sawyer
Science-Ficton Stutes: Business address: Ahur B, Evans,
East College, DePauw University, Greencastie, IN
461350037, USA
Subscriptions (for three issues): Individuals outside USA $18;
add $7.50 for airmail. Within USA $15. Canada $17. Ditferent
rates for insitutions. Cheques payable to 'SF-TH Inc

How The Academics Spend Your Money
_ Ursula Le Guin 304 | Larry Niven 34 t e
“Justa bit of fun, just a bit of fun . . " as Peter . Joanna Russ 199 | octavia E. Butler 33
Snow would put it. The table shows the number William Gibson 151 James Tiptree, Jr 26
of times various works, critics, and authors have Neuromancer 90 | Alfred Bester 20 .
been referred to in major academic arcles since ~ Brian Aldiss 148 || ‘The pemollshedifan T from ﬂ']e
i samuel R. Delany 131 | Tiger! Tiger! 8
1980, as culled from a standard citation index. Philip K, Dick 128 Tohti Clute 18 0
The graph shows how citations of three ‘core' Blade Runner 113 | Robert Sheckley 12
works of genre sf have fluctuated over the same Robert A. Heinlein 107 | Keith Roberts 7
period. — Chris Terran J. G. Ballard 85 | K. V. Bailey 7
Alien 63 | Paul Kincaid 5
Source: BIDS Arts and Humanities Database. Brian Stableford 53 Guyneth Jones ]
Figures for 1996 are necessarily incomplefe. Scientific Romance.. 16 Dave Langford ]
“Cyberpunk" 49

Research courtesy of Andrew M. Butler.

Vector

Now | really shouldn't have to say
anything about Victor! But it has for
many years been an invaluable source of
features, inerviews and reviews and has

lub

BSFA, and occsiorally its format has
looked distinctly dodgy as the bank
balances dwindled, but successive editors
have always sirven to make it something

ept ‘more th
st going when all around it was a
wasteland. Just about everyone in the
science fiction world ~ and many of

be thrust at someone who says, “But
science fiction's all the same .
them “Well, read that and get some ideas.”

Neuromancer

something which can

to tell

©3I83Rarlinns

®——The Left Hand of Darkness
——The Dispossessed
-

tower

) ER
those only partly associated withit,such My own involvement in sf owes a lot to |
a5 Angela Carter, a current fave among  Vector, and 'm sure many people can say |
the critics of modern British fiction - the same. 5
have written for it or benn written about Vector: Published bimonthiy by the BSFA 41—
or interviewed in it. Over the years, ‘ 3
Vector has waxed and waned with the Slbi"u"fsfa""g MO || L e o s
fortunes (financial and personnel)of the 1 -
0 -
8 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 8 9 91 92 93 94 95 9

EXTRAPOLATION

Extrapolation is the longest-lived of all the ‘academics’,
dating back to 1959 when it was founded by Thomas
D. Clareson as the Newsletter of the Conference on
Science Fiction of the Modern Languages Association.
It is now edited by Donald M. Hassler of Kent State
University. Much early material was bibliographical,
and as befits its origins the atmosphere was fairly
staidly academic (though what reads like ‘staid’ sf
criticism now has to be read in the different context of
the early 605). An increase in fequency to quarterly
created more room for variety, and Extrapolation has
published on a number of writers such as Philip Jose
Farmer, Fred Saberhagen, James Gunn, Lord
Dunsany, Arthur Machen and Algys Budrys, as well
as on Star Trek and other media phenomena. It still

lacks the bite and contentiousness of Science Fiction
Studies or the energy of Foundation at its best: many of
its contributors appear to be young American
graduate students exploring new avenues for career
development. But this does not necessarily mean that
its opinions are not of worth, nor that its contributors
are somehow ‘not owners” of science fiction,

It may be the case that (to pick somewhat unfairly on
one example) David Moyle in the Winter 1995 issue,
writing on science fiction themes in recent work by
Martin Amis, could have created a more informed ~
and certainly more useful - essay by examining more
closely Amis’s influences from the sf tradition, but it
is still of value as a first attempt to have such facets
illuminated for the academic world. Many older fans
will find some of the assessments in Extrapolation of

less use than will many students of Literature (or
Science Fiction), but that does not make them
unnecessary, or unworthy of being read by less
erudite sf readers who want some serious attention
given to the field. Both fans and students will find the
range of material covered by the journal extremely
useful, while occasional topics, such as the collision of
Star Trek and Shakespeare in the Spring 1995 issue,
are fascinating, even inspiring. (And the piece on Bil
and Ted's Excellent Adventure in the most recent issue |
have seen is delightful!)

— Andy Sawyer

Extrapolation: Published quartery. Subscrption rates(for
indviduals outside the USA) $24 one year, $40 two years
Within the USA $18 / $34. Inguires to Kent State Universiy
Press, Journals Departmert, Kent, Ohio 44242, USA.

¢
:
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[ Galactic Central Bibliographies
Prepared by Phil Stephensen-Payne and the recently
deceased Gordon Benson, Jr, these bibliographies are
cheap and reliable. There are about 45 of them so far,
covering authors such as Poul Anderson, John
Brunner, Piers Anthony, Keith Roberts and Philip K.
Dick, each costing between £150 and £3.00. As well as
novels and stories, the coverage includes pseudo-
nyms, interviews, critical articles, awards, poems,
reviews, and much else. — Chris Terran

SAE for ful st and prices 1o Phl Stephensen-Payne, mladrs'
254 Copgrove R, Leeds, W. Yorkshire, LS8 25P

Special Offers

Magazine Offers From BBR

BBR s a distibution company specialising in smal-press and publications, Run by
Chris Reed, its beautifully produced catalogue fists books from writers such as Gwyneth Jones (Seven Tales and a Fable),
Garry Kilworth (Hogfoot Right and Bird-Hands), Misha (Prayers of Steel, Ke-Qua-Hawk-As), Rudy Rucker (All the Visions),
Cherry Wider (Dealers in Light and Darkness), poetry from Steve Sneyd (Bad News From the Stars) and much more. BBR
also handles st magazines such as Albedo 1 (from Ireland). Aurealis (Australia), Back Brain Recluse (UK). New Pathways
(USA), On Spec {Canada) and Yazzyk (Czech Repubiic).

BBR also distributes some of the magazines listed here, and have very kindly offered some special discounts to UK resident
BSFA members until the end of January 1997. All prices include P&P to UK destinations.

SF Eye: Normally £4 per issue, BBR offers the most recent two issues for £5. That's a saving of £1.50 per issue.
Quantum: The final double issue (counts as two) normally costs €5, and single issues £2.50: buy two and get £1.50 off
Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts: Normally £3.50. offer price is £2.50 per issue.

Send cheques / POs, payable to ‘Chris Reed', to BBR, PO Box 625, Sheffield, S1 3GY, stating your BSFA membership
number. For the catalogue only, send two first class stamps.

Competition: Win The Ultimate Encyclopedia of Science Fiction

Carlton Books have very generously donated two copies of David Pringle's new book, The Ultimate Encyclopedia of
Science Fiction, worth £19.99. Profusely illustrated and with contributions from David Langford, Brian Stableford, Paul di
Fillipo, John Grant and Chris Gilmore, the book includes thematic essays, extensive coverage of fim, TV and rado, an A-Z
of fictional characters, biographies of writers, and much more in its 300 pages. To win a copy, simply choose a humorous or
apt ‘Ultimate’ Christmas present for the sf witer of your choice, write it on a posteard marked ‘Ultimate Competition’, and

Quantum

Although Quantum has now ceased publication, back
issues are more than worth getting hold of. Formerly
called Thrust - and allegedly changed to avoid
clashing with certain top-shelf titles - the
US-published magzine aimed to bridge the gap
between fanzines and the more professional
publications. It was nominated five times for a Hugo,
and the final double 1ssue celebrated its twentieth
anniversary; it featured interviews with Lois
McMaster Bujold, Brian Herbert and Sheri Tepper,
and articles from Poul Anderson, David Langford,
Charles Sheffield, Gene Wolfe, Charles Platt, Michael
Bishop, and many others. Other recent issues have
included interviews with Ray Bradbury, Geoff
Ryman, Connie Willis, and Michael Coney, alongside
articles by lan Watson, Joe Haldeman, and Kim
Stanley Robinson.

Quantum: No fonger published, but back issues are avaiable
from BBR (see bo)

[ ]
[lntel' FYTT0

I shouldn't have to say much about Interzone, which
inany case s a fiction magazine rather than a maga-
zine of criticism, but don't forget its regular inter-
views, which often get there before anyone else (Jo-
seph Nicholas and Judith Hanna in issue 13 must
have been among the earliest Brits to interview Will-
iam Gibson) and are of very high quality. Of extreme
value to anyone with an interest in science fiction are
the occasional feature articles, such as the current
“Creators of Science Fiction" series by Brian Stable-
ford which has covered E. E. Smith, Philip K. Dick,
Leigh Brackett and David Keller, among others. With
John Clute, Paul McAuley, Chns Gilmore and
Gwyneth Jones among the reviewing stable, a stimu-
lating read beckons in every issue, and David Pringle
keeps wonderful order among the flood of books

which appear every month. All this and fiction too.

— Andy Sawyer
Interzone: Published monthly. £30 for one year in UK. Enqui-
ries to David Pringle. 217 Preston Drove, Brighton. BN1 6FL

send it to Roger Robinson, 75 Rosslyn Avenue, Harold Wood, Essex, RM3 ORG by Friday 27 December 1996.

I The New York Review of Science Fiction I

It may be the title which undermines The New York
Review of Science Fiction; set in motion in 1988 by a
team including pro editors David Hartwell and
Kathryn Cramer, the first issue contained an article
by Samuel R. Delany who has been a frequent con-
tributor ever since. It may be the drab appearance,
which spells less ‘Academic Journal® — which it
1sn't, despite its frightening intellectualism — than
‘sercon fanzine’ which it isn't either, quite: ‘fanzine’
belies the commitment to regular publication and
serious criticism which is the magazine’s hallmark.
It may be the often too-serious air about some of
the articles: lengthy, erudite, and at first sight
sometimes deterring. But don't let this fool you.
NYRSF has published some ‘material

i recent issues, such as a massive and immensely
revealing self-ustification by John Norman, Brian
Stableford on “Black Magic, Pagan Rock and the
Tradition of Literary Satanism”, and a study of
Samuel R. Delany’s pomography. Of course, these
topics may not grab you, but it's undeniable that
NYRSF goes where most reviews of sf don't

— Andy Sawyer
New York Review of Science Fiction: Published morthy.
Address: Dragon Press, PO Box 78, Pleasantvile, NY
10570, USA. Annual subscriptions: $31 in USA, $44
overseas, Cheques payable to ‘Dragon Press'
Web sie: http: //ebbs. english. vt edu/olp/nyrst/
nyrsf.htnl

box).

FOUNDATION

Probably the most user-friendly of the critical
journals to British readers, Foundation may strike a
chord to BSFA members with names like K. V.
Bailey, Stephen Baxter, Andy Butler, Gwyneth
Jones, and Paul Kincaid appearing in recent issues.
Foundation’s 68th issue 1s due out this autumn. The
critical journal of the Science Fiction Foundation, it
began publication in 1972 with Charles Barren at
the editorial helm, although Peter Nicholls, the
Foundation’s administrator, soon took over, to be
followed by Malcolm Edwards (now Fiction
Director at Gollancz) and David Pringle (Editor /
Publisher of Interzone). For the past ten years,
however, the editor has been Edward James, who
rumour has it works as a medieval historian, but
where he gets the time [ do not know.

Considering that [ recently took over as Reviews
Editor from Colin Greenland, and am so closely
associated with the magazine in other ways, what [
say about Foundation may not be the most objective
of criticism, but it is generally agreed that it s the
most readable of the academic-oriented journals. Its
determination to keep contact with the writers and
readers of sf as well as those who crihiase and
study it has resulted in many of the best-known

practitioners of the field writing for it. The
long-running series ‘The Profession of Science
Fiction” began in the first issue with John Brunner
on “The development of a science fiction writer”
and has continued through Gene Wolfe, Brian
Stableford, Gwyneth Jones, Brian Aldiss, J. M.
Straczynski and J. G. Ballard. Foundation’s coverage
is wide: of the three ‘academics’ it features articles
on Hal Clement and Michael Moorcock and was the
first to cover William Gibson. One of its strongest
qualties has been its reviews of fiction, where depth
of coverage and critical acumen have made up for
comprehensiveness - a vain quality to strive for in
a thrice-yearly magazine.

— Andy Sawyer
Foundation: Edtor: Edward James, Depariment of History,
Universiy of Reading, Writeknights, Reading, RG6 GAA.
Business address (for subscriptions, back numbers, efc)
clo New Worlds, 71-72 Charing Cross Road, London,
WC2H 0AA
Subscriptions: Instiutions anywihere £34 for three issues.
Individuals within UK and Irefand £14 for three issues.
Europe £17. Elsewhere £17. Students £10 (proof of status
required). Cheques should be payable to ‘Foundation
Jounal'. For further information contact the Business
Address or Andy Sawyer
Web: hittp://wiw. rdg. ac.uk/~Lhsjanesw/fnd. htn




Irina

Stephen Baxter
SF Author (right)
Photo: Roger Robinson

A
Penguin Books
Interactive Sue Thomas

Guy Gadney v smamo{mblaﬂeAmdmm!edqbevﬁdm
Former head of Novel has just ol e
Electronic [e]NEl[o]o(Desanhu old-ashioned paper
Publishing at o also be visited in its virtual location ammnambdmoo
Penguin . She also runs the trAce Writing and Technology Research

http: //hunan. ntu.ac. uk/foh/ens/trace/trace. htnl

University
http: //human. ntu. ac.uk/foh/pg/mawrit. htnl
She is also co-founder of The Virtual Imagination: Scientists
and Writers Working Together in Cyberspace
http: //uhavax. hartford. edu/~suthonas/
{under construction . . )

In the late 70s, Joe Weizenbaum noticed that his computer science students were so obsessed with the process of problem-solving that they lost sight of
the actual outcomes and purposes of their work. So a group of these geeky kids could easily get deeply engrossed in the pleasurable challenge of designing
fandmines which exploded faster and more efficiently than any other landmines before them. But since the consequences of their superior designs were no
more than a colourful splatter which occurred after the event and had no direct input into the functioning of the process itself, they considered themselves
free to ignore them. Joe tried to fix this, bless him, by implanting a littie humanitarian subroutine inside every one of his students - it's called a Liberal Ars
Course - and hopetully that's still running without a hitch. But the same perillies in wait today for a different breed of programmer: the programmer of fiction.
Oh George Orwell, what did you do when you invented those novel-writing machines? Its stil 1984 even though its 1996!

Irina is 2 web-based interactive novel which you can't buy off the shelf. It can't be held in the hand, it can only be surfed. But let Irina expiain it herself -
let's go to the first page of her web-site. First we see a picture of a woman, and if | were three men looking for a heroine for my story this is the kind of face |
would choose. Pointed gaze, dark eyes, long dark hair, deep red lips. OK, fair enough, Il go along with that. Here she is:

Hello, T am Irina Zotova.

Welcome to my homepage.

I vas one of the designers of the Penguin WWW site. On my own Web site I will tell you about my quest for
the truth about my father's disappearence [Sic]. I would welcome any help you could give me. Please tell me
which country you are from so that I can correspond with you and tell you my story.

See you soon.

Irina,

Pretty enthralling stuff, eh? You're probably hooked already and just dying to find out what happened to her father (and what happened to the person who
proofread the site - buried in an unmarked grave, if there is any justice in the world)

Anyway, the line “Please tell me which country you are from so that | can correspond with you and tell you my story” is an invitation to type in your country
name, but this is really just a trick to get some interactivity going. Beware! You have filled it in, and Irina now has your email address. You are about to be
subjected over the next few days to a slow stream of rather stiited messages which purport to be real. And sure enough, the next day | wake up to find an
‘email directing me to the URL of Professor Edward Prideaux of the School of Stavonic Studies, and once more | am enjoying myself. Or | would be if the
prose were not so wooden. And anyway, | have seen this name before - in the press release sent to reviewers. The PR purports to be a waming of an email
virus which will send itself to everyone on your private address list and then trash the host computer it is being read on <yawn>. To pay homage to Wired
magazine - viruses are tired, not wired :(

And 50 the trail confinues, with emails turning up every now and then to tell me where to go nex. | link, | hypertext, | read, | track back, and follow as best |
can until at fast | hit a dead-end and am forced to stop.

According to Penguin, Irina is “the first ever truly interactive piece of fiction ever produced”.

Well, it's not so very new. Interactive fiction has been around for years, both on the web and off, and most of it is much more sophisticated than this. (See
trAce for finks to some other interesting hypertext sites). The idea of Irina is great but | suspect that the makers? / compilers? have got too involved with being
clever and forgotten that this is supposed to be a fiction'. That means itis - or should be - a seduction and enticement to follow. At first | am excited by it -
what a clever idea, to link the story like a treasure trail through other people’s websites! - but then | start to falter as | realise that actually they all look much
the same. And the typos are stil there. And the typefaces are not identical, but close enough, until in the end, | am not convinced by the fiction.

Technologically, Irina must have been fascinating to put together, and the expertise acquired from doing so will surely stand the compilers in good stead for
other similar projects, but as Joe Weizenbaum's students were finally made to appreciate, there has to be more to it than clever technology.

Hypertext authors take note - the story must be well-made in a hypertextual sense, but it should also be well-made in a literary sense: seductive,
nicely-written, and hypnotic. Sadly, this fime round Irina hasn't quite made it, but the site has great potential and of course can be constantly changed and
updated. And | wonder what will happen to her? Will she mature and grow, or be abandoned out there in cyberspace? Keep an eye on this site.

— ©Sue Thomas 199
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From Roger Wilson
PO Box 5443, Redditch, Worcs., B98 9EE

Being a new member of the BSFA (spring %), and

seeinf r request for comments i Matrix 120

(tucked away in a comer of page 6, tsk tsk!), [ thought

I'd write. New blood, new ideas, all that old rot .

First of all please note that any criticism is meant
positively - doing anything on a voluntary basis can
be a thankless task - and hopefully will come over
that way.

My first opinion is that more ‘media’ sf coverage
would be good, without straying into interviews,
cnticism etc. There are plenty of mags for that! This
includes software where feasible. [ feel it's
all s, and if the BSFA’s main aim is to promate sf, then
it needs to do this any way it can. The printed word is
not the key media any more ... especially
if you get into viewer / reader numbers (read the nght
parts of the right newspapers!). | guess we all know
when Star Trek's on, etc, but for instance Radio 4 pops
up with gems occasionally. | haven't noticed a mag
out there that does this comprehensively. A lsting like
the events section in Matrix would be brill. This would
be more useful than someone else’s view of something
that's been on'

Whilst still on ‘other media’, should the various
magazines available be discussed? | could start with
SFX being grossly overpriced ...

1 must confess [ joined the BSFA purely out of
curiosity, but the news pages in Matrix are mvaluable
to me, as | collect sf paperback books and it's
impossible to keep up with what's going on out there!
If anyone believes they have a defnitive short story /
novel list of any ‘key” sf author, | would like to hear
from them. Conversely, | have on a database all the
stories | know about (and mostly have!). This sort of
info, and occasional bibliographies in Matrix / Vector,
is | feel where the BSFA could help promote sf to its
‘members; how can you read it if you don’t know
about it? An interview with the author, or his / her
comments on the books would be interesting, though
the numerous anthologies out there are doing this to
some degree, particularly the excellent Philip K. Dick
series published by HarperCollins.

Another area where Matrix (the Members' Forum?)
could help members to help themselves is information
about sf. This means where are the good
shops? What do they sell? After all, if we don't buy it
the industry doesn’t make any more sf for us! For
instance, | find Forbidden Planet in London very
disappointing, having no more than a good high street
shop. Conversely [ would commend Black Cat (second
hand) in Leicester as having a much larger than
average sf range, though the last time [ went there was
alean towards fantasy. Also, if you are near the Welsh
Border, Hay-on-Wye is full of second-hand shops, one
of which specialises in sf / fantasy. For new books,
Blackwell's Paperback Shop in Oxford is superb,
importing a lot of American editions; I found some
Larry Niven [ didn’t know existed

One moan about British publishers: they don't list
‘much other stuff by the same author, while US books
do. | imagineit's to do with what they publish, but t's
apan!

My main moan about the BSFA so far is | have not
got my Matrix / Vector on time, receiving them after
the deadlines for the competitions for instance. From
the committee notes in Matrit. hopefully this will
improve

Jerry Cornelius Jack Cady

To close, a final discussion point: is it feasible to
include a list of eligible books for the 1997 BSFA
Awards? [ haven't got a clue, other than Blue Mars and
the next Terry Pratchett! ©
Lots of points there. First, Umnls for writing, and welcome.
The BBC will not issue future schedules more than a few
weeks in advance, with some exceptions for major TV series
This is useless for us, so much as 'd like o list upeoming
radio items it just isn't possible. That's the reason you don't
see other zines doing it either.

On bibliographies, there may be a tendency for us to assume
that everyone has access to The Encyclopedia of SF (and
its forthcoming sister volume on fantasy), which has pretty
comprehensice lists oftitles. Not true bibliographies though:
ifyou toant these [ suggest you try Phil Stephenson-Payne's
Galactic Central seies, which are cheap and usually
reliable; see the “Taking SF Seriously” feature for details.
We hape to include selective bibliograpies in future when
Vector covers an author.

Reportedly, Hay-on-We is disappointing for sf fans; its
overpriced and there are few knoled geable dealers here.

1 agree with Roger's gripe about ‘also written by’ lists, to
which I'd add the loathsome and now common practice of
not crediting cover artists. Which creates problems for the
BSFA Artwork Award, of course.

Regrettably, it simply isn't feasible to list every work
elgible for the BSFA Awards. If you want anything else in
Matrix, amyway. Howeter, the *Forthaming - Books”
columns and all Vector reviews carry publication dates
And 'l try to be more careful to mark reprints and reissues
(that ts, ineligible works) in future. — Chris

From David
Flat 8, 19Hllllop Cres., Holloway, London, N7 OJF

John Ashbrook, in his review of Independence Day,
comments that id4, on the face of it “an unashamed
love-letter to the United States”, in fact subverts
conservative expectations by Jew and
a street-smart black guy” save the world rather than
the WASP President.

Well, fair enough. But to me this entertaining if
‘mixed-up film reveals something a bit different about
the current American mindset (and body-image).
Initially, id4 comes across as a confidently postmodem
movie, one which namechecks a few other recent sf
flicks, for example ET and Close Encounters, in order to
set itself up as bigger and somehow more real. After
that, though, it all rather falls apart, and far from being
more “real” than, say, Close Encounters, the plot holds
together with the Sellotape of cliché and with the bits
of string of ridiculously improbable coincidence. ET
and Close Encounters, though sentimental m places,
manage to retain their shape, while this film, which
with one part of its divided mind attempts to be a
“back to basics’ movie i la The Americin President while
with the other it celebrates diversity, shuttishly allows
itself to sag and grow shapeless.

Yknow, they say that one third of American adults
are clinically obese. =1

From Kev McVeigh
37 Firs Road, Milnthorpe, Cumbria, LA7 7QF

In the David Pringle interview [Matrix 121 both David
and Lee Montgomene complain about the ‘literary"
submissions Jnterzone used to receive. This surprises
me. The earliest issues of Interzone were filled with the
likes of Angela Carter, M. John Harrison and ). G.
Ballard, all mtensely literary writers. It seems unlikely
that such authors submtted to a brand new, unproven

| magazine run by ‘fans’ without solicitation. Presumab-

Iy the Interzone board courted these people? So having

James Cameron

James Fenimore Gouper

set out their stall quite deliberately, it seems obvious
that subsequent submissions would follow this lead.
After all, isn't every g writer advised to read
the magazine to see what is already being published?

It makes me wonder, though, how would Interzone
have looked if issue 1 had led off with Bob Shaw,
James White and their ilk. It is possible that the more
“lterary” types would have been put off by such a
line-up, but perhaps Bob Shaw etc. felt they wouldn't
be wanted amongst the litrati? Might the ghost of this
literary start explain some lingering ~resentment
towards Interzone in a few fans?

Personally | think [nferzone is an important
‘magazine, and in general it has achieved a fine balance
of material. David Pringle knows I have been strongly
citical of some of his past actions, but I still read
Interzone and | must applaud his stamina in publishing
the magazine for so long, and it is precisely because
Interzone is so important, so central in UK sf that its
failings need challenging and criticising. | hope to be
still finding faults in another fifteen years. (But
preferably new ones.) =1

From Arthur C. Clarke
Columbo, Sri Lanka
Although gentlemen never discuss financial mat-
ters, | was much annoyed by the wildly inaccurate
reference to the 3001 advance (Matrix Sep/Oct, p6).
I should hate anyone to imagine that my services
are available for so trifling a fee, and this unfor-
tunate news item may well have jeopardised nego-
tiations on my forthcoming (2017) autobiography
Modest Genius: or, | Was a Teen-age Centenarian
Unless you publish this correction, | am afraid |
shall have to call upon the services of my solicitors,
Messrs Geldsnatch & Blubberclutch -~ or even my
QC, Sir Slightley Bent. =2
Glad to oblige . . . would Sir Slightley appreciate a
T-shirt, do you think? — Chris

From Terry Jeeves -
56 Red Scar Drive, Scarborough, N. Yorks, YOI2
5RQ

I'm one of those sleeping people who accept Matrix,
read and enjoy it, but then fail to LoC. Don't ask me
why, maybe pressure of other fanac, but Matrix 121 is
another excellent issue. | like the layout, | like the
number of photographs, I like the puzzles ly
the crosswords) and the articles are all well-written,
but ... yes, there is a but, isn't there always.

With Vertor giving so much coverage to printed sf
(even a review su t), isn't Matnx a bit
overbalanced that way? Once it used to be the sort of
fannish organ of the BSFA, so what has happened to
fanzine coverage? I'd far rather read them than recipes
for dishes which I have no intention of trying. How
about getting a regular fanzine reviewer to skim the
field rather than half page, in depth’ coverage of only
two or three? =1
Thanks for the kind comments and courteous criticism. |
take your point about fanzine coverage: although space
precludes it in this issue, regudar fanzine reviews will be
back next time, though I'll continue to use a range of
reviewers; there are as many opinions about fanzines as
there are fanzines, and I'd like to reflect that.

This issue inevitably has an increased coverage of fanmish
matters: the survey in this mailing specifically asks about
that, and I'll be very interested to see the res,

Sorry you haven't enjoyed the recipes. Just be glad we didn’t
5 for knitting patterns as well: X-Files sweaters, anyone?
(Actually, that 151t such a bad idea . . ). — Chns

Jonn Clute



From Alison Cook

52 Woodhill Drive, Grove, Oxon.. OX12 0DF
Re: Maureen Kincaid Speler’s article in Matrix 121,
pIs

1 presume Maureen is *. . . very pleased with what
[she's] done so far” in the same way that the RAF was
pleased with the bombing of Dresden.

In the last two years that she has steered the BSFA, it
has lost many many more issues than had been lost in
the previous Fifteen years!

Well done Maureen, Great Administration and a

Great Title for your Piece! =
Maureen Kincaid Speller replies:
No one would attempt to deny that we have had prob-
lems with the mailings over the last couple of years,
but | do think that comparing the BSFA's problems
with the bombing of Dresden is gratuitously nasty. |
have not, to the best of my knowledge, been respon-
sible for the deaths of thousands of innocent avilians
(death toll eshmated at between 35,000 and 135,000,
according to The Hutchinson Encyclopedia 1995 edition).

In fact, our problems have been more on the lines of
mailings being unduly late rather than mussing alto-
gether. In the last two vears we have published every
issue of Focus that was scheduled. We should have
published 12 issues of Vector and 12 issues of Matrix
We actually published 10 issues of Vector plus an extra
Reviews Supplement, and we published 10 issues of
Mari, including one Double Issue. We also published
the booklet A Very British Genre, which is available free
to members and which was specifically produced as
an apology for missing mailings.

Over the last few months the BSFA Committee as a
whole has worked hard to identify and correct the
faults that caused those missed and delayed mailings.

Steve Jeffery has stepped in as Publications Manager
and we have changed to a new mailing service. Our
hard work is paying off, but we did, effectively, lose
one issue of Vector and one and a half of Matrix. Is that
really equivalent to the bombing of Dresden? — Mau-
reen Kincaid Speller
Chris Terran replies
I'm responsible for both the article title, “The MKS
System”, and the series title, “Who the Hell
which was shamelessly lifted - as admitted in Matrix
120 - from a long-running series of profiles in Q
magazine.

also take full responsibility for the problems with
Matrix.— Chris

Teresa Hehir has recently reoined after along absence.
From Teresa Hehir

PO Box 505, Reading, Berkshire. RG1 7QR
Things have changed a bit since | was last a member
but Matrix is as good as ever. The Chocolate Puddle
Pudding sounds great - I'm hoping to try it out this
weekend. I'm not convinced that letting yourselves be
photographed like that was a good idea though — now
we know who to look for.

The Silent Majority. As | was a member of this bunch
for a long time I thought I'd explain why I was ‘silent’
I was a member of the BSFA, read many APAs and
letterzines and loved reading everyone’s comments on
books and films but it never occurred to me that |
could write back. Yes, I know that sounds stupid now
but it just never occurred to me. It is easy to say: yes, [
liked / hated this book, but to say why is another
‘matter, just as difficult as articulating what you think
or believe in. I guess it's one of those negative ego
things ~ Tjust don’t think that anyone would have any

Write To Matrix
and win

aT

shirt!
latrix
0d Court, Back Beechwood Grove
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS4

9Be

interest in what I think. It's taken me a long time to
get it together to join in those APAs that I'm a
member of. [ will now write to APAs, letterzines,
even Matrix. | don't know how you persuade the

| “silents’ to join in. I got started because | wanted to

read a particular APA, and to be a member you had
to produce a minimum of a page of text. My desire
o read the APA overcame my knowledge that no
one wanted to know what [ think; after all, they
could all ignore my page if they wanted. But people
didn't ignore me, they wrote back and started
conversations that have been going on for years
now. Once I'd started I couldn't stop. That first
letter / article is a major step that maybe Matrix
could help with - just don't ask me what you could
do. Thaven't the foggiest. =1

* We also heard from: John Ashbrook, Colin Green-
land, Steve Jeffery, Dave “suave” Langford, Mark
Plummer, D. West (a valuable dissection of Matrix's
many design foults), and last but by by no means least
Michael Abbott (indirectly, for his review in Attitude
9). Warm thanks to all, and keep ‘em coming!
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— points arising
« Extreme brain failure caused the erroneous captioning of the photograph at the
top right of page 6 in Matrix 121: the person third from the left is Freda Warrington,
not Storm Constantine. My sincere apologies to both, and thanks to Steve Jeffery
for pointing this out.

+On page 7 of Matrix 115 | was rather rude about Stephen King's silly 1994 novel
Insomnia, so | was interested to come across the following comment on it
It's no good. | know it's not publishable. And I've been writing and publishing
books for a long time . ., And maybe someday you'llread t, but it won't be
for a long time.
Who said it? Stephen King. of course, in a 1992 interview with W. C. Stroby.
(Quoted in The Stephen King Story by George Beahm )

+ Apologies to Jon Bing for misnaming him as “Jon Berg' in the Events listings in
Matrix 121. Jon is a Guest of Honour at Intervention, next year's Eastercon at the
Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool. He was bom in Norway in 1944, and has a list of
accomplishments that | can only summarise: he's written over two dazen st novels
amd collections, edited many anthologies, transiated Douglas Adams, Brian Aldiss
and Ursula K. Le Guin into Norwegian, adapted for the theatre, television and radio
works by Aldiss, Harry Harrison, Ray Bradbury and others, scripted comics, and
written countless reviews, articles and essays about sf.

Phew, And we've only just begun: he has a doctorate in Law and is professor of
computers and law at the University of Oslo; he's written textbooks about this, of
course. He holds over a dozen ediorial positions in magazines connected with his

professional work in the fields of artificial intelligence, information and law. He chairs |

the Norwegian equivalent of the British Council, Norsk Kulturrad. He's won several
international prizes for all this

He also co-founded Norwegian fandom with Tor Age Bringsveerd in the early seven-
ties, when they also introduced the Briish New Wave to the Scandinavian cultural
establishment and revived the Oslo University SF Society. He's won every award
Norwegian fandom could give him, and although he is less active as a fan these
days his interest is still considerable. He's also famous for his taste in ties. Itll be
very interesting to meet him at Eastercon, not least 1o see how tired he looks

Other quests at Intervention are Brian W. Aldiss, Octavia E. Butler, and David
Langford for more details see the Events listing on p22.

(Thanks to the Intervention team, inciuding John Bark. Steve Green, and Pete
Wright )

James Corbett John Cramer Julee Cruze

+The feature on the Clarke Awards in Matrix 121 omitted the SF Foundation and
International Science Policy Foundation judges for the 1992 Award; they were.
respectively, Neil Gaiman and Roz Kaveney. and Maurice Goldsmith. My
apologies to them, and thanks to Kev McVeigh for this information.

+ Greg Egan's novel Distress s stillreaping very mixed opinions and causing much
discussion (see Matrix 121, pB). In Attitude 9 M. John Harrison says, in the course
of a cri de capurfor emotional responses from writers and readers using notes for his
The Course of the Heart as ilustrations:
In the past I've used Heinlein, van Vogt and Donald Wollheim as examples
of the clasic autistic male sf writer / reader, unable to relate successfully to
others and wincing away into a fiction which approves and codifies that
inabilty. If | had to find a modern example it would be Greg Egan's Distress,
in which a man who cannot understand other people’s feelings learns not to
worry — autism is not only biologically OK, it's politically correct, and it gives
you the secret of the universe 100. [. . ] Who needs a giiriend. he is able to
conclude, when being rightis so much more satistying?
Meanwhie, in SF Eye 14, up-and-coming writer Kathleen Ann Goonan takes on
both Distress and Permutation City in a piece titled ‘Imagine: Greg Egan's Subjective
Cosmology’. Note the word ‘subjective’: Goonan claims that Distress is actually a
discussion — and a very frightening one - of the destruction of people’s belef
systems:
(.| Egan makes us believe that the possibilty of reedom exists, and that, if
it were truly and deeply realised. the act of realisation would liberate
humanity. Lennon's elegaic ‘Imagine” is a hymn of heresy to any number of
people whose entire reality revolves around powerful belief systems which
arise from imperative biological survival mechanisms rather than rational
thought. In the past several hundred years, more and more of the
underpinnings of ancient beliefs about reality have been dealt serious blows
These blows are truly frightening, when taken to their inexorable limits [. . ]
Goonan makes it clear that autism is but one of Egan’s answers to the ‘problem’ of
dealing with others.
Greg Egan, Distress: Millennium £16.99 hb; Phoenix £5.99 pb. out in December
Attitude is available for the usual” (send an A4 SAE and a couple of stamps) from
102 William Smith Close, Cambridge. CB1 30F. (1

Jeftrey A Carver Jayge Carr John Cameron
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Picture the scene:

alanguid American in
garish spectacles hovers
in a suburban doorway.

He addresses us in a language which is almost (but not
entirely) quite unlike English: “Who lives in a house like
this? Let's look at the clues.”

The nameplate above the door assures us that ‘The Truth
Is In Here!"

The American looks worriedly at the Millennium Falcon
wallpaper and the Star Fleet curtains as he heads
upstairs. A shelf at the top of the stairs bears little pewter
figures; one appears to be of a steamer trunk supported
by dozens of legs.

The door to the spare bedroom bears the legend ‘The
Bureau'. Inside is a wooden bureau, almost buried under
magazines, books and videos. The drawers seem to be
bulging with brightly coloured cardboard packaging.
Everything bears a conspicuous letter X' ...

The mountains of ipple which have been thrown up around the various icons of
media science fiction over the last twenty years (starting with a few superhero
foothills and a Thunderbirds hummock or two, then spawning their first
snow-capped peak with the advent of Star Wars), are growing ever more
unscaleable. The air is filled with the sickening sound of dead horses being
flogged, while the cheap detritus piled high around the shattered frames of old
bandwagons casts a long shadow.

Scatling around in the dark, scurrilous business people furtively mass-produce
low-quaity trinkets to hock at great expense to ‘a discerning public’, They have
learned that adding the words ‘collectors’ item’ or ‘limited edition’ to the
packaging of any old rubbish can add an extra zero to the price

In amongst this bustling mayhem there is one new peak, stll quite small but
growing daily, that has everyone’s attention. A beam of Heavenly Light has
broken through the lowering cloud and shines on ‘Mount X-Files'.

Farstly, we must Fox Video for their skilful marketing
of The X-Files videos. Back in 1995 they began releasing the episodes in sequence,
two to a tape, two tapes per month, and encouraged you to buy all the tapes by
promising ‘exclusive’ T-shirts and ‘collectors'” badges to the faithful.

Then they had a brainwave, This is too predictable, they thought. The hard core fans
are going to get into the habit of buying a tape a fortnight, but no one else will bother. So
they changed to publishing, completely out of sequence, all the two-part stories,

Jod
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with plenty of time to hype every single release. Thse videos have completely
different packaging from their predecessors, which has served to disrupt the
collections of those poor deluded fools who would just like to watch the episodes
in the order they are supposed to be seen.

Then there are the boxed set editions - all of series one, for example, for £79.99
(which, for twenty-four episodes, is actually quite reasonable) with the ‘exclusive’
interviews with the stars’ nextdoor neighbours’ third cousin, all in a box with -
you guessed it - different packaging

Marvellous. It is really quite inspirational to see the video buying public treated
with such undisguised contempt, which, since they can't seem to buy the tapes
fast enough, they so obviously deserve.

The philosophy behind the ‘merchandising’, the memorabilia and other
miscellaneous kipple which springs from the series, would be equally honourable,
you would think. Not so; on closer inspection you realise that the official kipple
has, at least thus far, been produced with admirable restraint. Apparently series
creator Chris Carter vets all of the merchandise himself; so, one must assume, he
Just doesn't get round to it very often.

There are no computer games, no epoxy resin model kits (sorry, that ‘Nude
Scully’figure you saw on that con stall wasn'tlegit), no bubble bath, bedsheets or
boxer shorts. Duchovny and Anderson have not flounced down a catwalk,
advertised coffee, sponsored  line of ewellery or run for political office. Yet

In fact, the official face of the merchandise mountain is a fairly unimpressive
spectacle. A couple of watches, a phone card or two, several mugs (all with logos
or slogans, none with pictures), the inevitable calendar, a range of bookmarks
(daringly available with or without tassly bits) and a couple of keyrings.

My favourite piece of official kipple is The Warld According to the X-Files, a map
showing you where all the episodes happened. Curiously, it's published by
Collins, who have a full time map division. So it couldn't, perchance, be just one
pf their regular maps of North America, with a few x's stuck on it, could if? Surely
not.

Soundtrack albums are always a reliable standby for any merchandising venture
and, true to form, the first such release — Songs in the Key of X (Warner Bros.
Records) - actually had buggernaff-all to do with the series. Mark Snow’s
oogie-boogie theme tune (stretched almost to breaking length) opens the disc, and
s followed by an array of tracks, some specially recorded, some lifted off existing
albums.

Purchasers of soundtrack albums have long been accustomed to scrutinising a
film to find out where exactly each track appears, often finding a ten second
snatch of it playing quietly on a car stereo in the background of a dialogue scene.
This album doesn’t even take that expedient. It is more like a compilation culled
from Chris Carter’s record collection than anything related directly to the series.
Also, the cover art shinks, making the album look like a bootleg,

Jerome Charyn John Carpenter



Finally, in October and long overdue, came The Truth and the Light (also Wamer
Bros.), a compilation of pieces taken from early episodes of the series, and yes, it
really is a soundtrack album!

Photos seem to be big sellers — can't think why - with my local X-Files Bureau
(Coventry’s Forbidden Planet) reporting that while women do occasionally
wander in to purchase a portrait of Dreamboat Duchovny, the lads buying
glossies of Generous Gillian are three deep and need to be beaten back with
sticks.

Which leads me nicely to magazines, perched at the very summit of the
mountain. Back in Aprl this year, that bastion of feminist values FHM published
a not very revealing interview with Gillian Anderson and accompanied it with
slightly more revealing photographs. Those of you who are salivating may like to
know that, in a non-exploitative, caring kind of way, the same magazine is
repeating the procedure (with different shots of Gillian in her grundies) for its
December edition .. . which should be coyly peeking out from behind Loaded in
your newsagent even as you are reading this.

Yes, the magazine publishers of the world have realised that slapping The X-Files
on the their front covers can increase sales by up to 300%. Copies which
traditionally end their days in the W. H. Smith incinerators are suddenly
collectors' items”. Ralling Stone featured the twosome in bed (and looking
particularly uncomfortable about it, | must say) on the cover of its July edition, a
copy of which will now cost you between thirty and forty quid to buy off some
huckster. In other words: David and Gillian are dynamite!

So o'erwhelming is this phenomena SFX felt moved to put together a November
giveaway dedicated to The X-Fils, listing and evaluating much of the kipple out
there and reporting on the ‘collectability’ of certain key items. Of course, this
giveaway is itself now worth money!

If the wise and infinitely patient Chris Terran had time to give in to my
exhortations and bang a whacking great X-logo on the cover of this edition of
Matrix, it too will become a ‘collectors’ item” and, in years to come, some
twitching, sweaty youth in an ifl-fitting cagoule will offer you ludicrous amounts
for it. Don't forget, I'm in for 10%!

So, finally, to books. As with magazines, book publishers have realised that they
have a license to prant money with The X-Files, Only problem is . . . Simon and
Schuster and HarperCollins have the license exclusively, the former for
non-fiction, the latter for novels. They alone can use the all-important X-logo.
This hasn't stopped almost every other company out there pushing out its own
‘unofficial’ books. Indde, “unofficial” has actually become something of a badge of
honour, insinuating that ‘the Truth” can only be found in books which don’t have
totoady to the great god of ranchise. Ordinarily, this would be true.

Yet, far and away the best books so far released are official: The X-Files Book of the
Unexplained volumes one and two. Typically for Simon and Schuster, these
hardbacks are beautifully presented, having had a lot of had work lavished on
them. Written with a little too much enthusiasm by Jane Goldman, they take the
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TV shows as a starting point for further reading. Profusely and colourfully
illustrated, they chart the actual research that supposedly fills Spooky’s basement
hideaway. Featuring an extensive bibliography, the books also provide a
respectable starting point for further research into the various arenas of ‘the
paranormal’

Legend obviously agree that this is a neat angle on the series, as they have
effectively duplicated it in The Sciece of The X-Files by Michael White

The rest of the flock seem to trade wholly on episode guides. Which is fine, but
once you've bought one and finally know what the damn episodes are called,
vou've effectively bought them all. The Coventry Bureau reports that the same
people seem to be purchasing all the books, irrespective of how redundant, and
despite the ease of obtaining perfectly adequate episode guides from the net.

The best looking of these fiercely ‘unofficial’ guides is Macmillan's X-Files
Companion by N. E Genge (now into its second volume) for which Macmillan
have at least forked out for some photos (including some amusing
behind-the-scenes shots - such as the 5' 3" Anderson standing on a box so that
she and 6 Duchovny can see eye to eye). However, as with HarperCollins
excruciatingly sycophantic Offical Guide fo The X-Files by Brian Lowry, this book
quickly falls back onto trivia. If you want to send a Trekkie fleeing in fear, these
books are for you.

Having not read any of the novels (all of which are published by HarperCollins),
Lcan't comment, but [ have been told that the range of junior novelisations aren't
being bought by the children they are marketed at, but by the same trainspotters
who buy everything else. What it must be to have such exacting standards.

For something actually related intimately to the show, there are the scripts.
Retailing for around £10, five shooting scripts have so far been published
officially, all from series one, all by Chnis Carter: “lrresistible”, “Deep Throat”,
“Fire”, “Darkness Falls” and “Red Museum”. The script for “Duane Barry”
(series two), autographed by Anderson, Duchovny and Carter, was apparently
sold at an American this year for §780. Hmm.

The American pushes his kitsch spectacles back up his sweat-slicked nose and
swings the door shut cautiously. His fingers shake as they let go of the handle.
Backing away from the door, he tums and flies down the Mickey Mouse stair
carpet, positively launching himself over the ‘Do You Know Where Your Towel
Is”’ doormat.

Still half convinced that a towering colossus of X-Files kipple s poised in that
room at the top of the stairs, ready to collapse around his ears and swallow him
in an avalanche of posters, trading cards, photos and badges, tapes, T-shirts and
comics, he runs out into the road attempting to flag down traffic, yelling
hysterically at passing motorists: “The Xploitation has just begun . .. you're next
.. YOU'RE NEXT!!"
But before then, the author would like to thank Steve Holland and Steve
Johnson (no relation) for doing all the hard work. Cheers, chaps.

— Jokn Ashbrook

Flying Saucers In The Black Hole Of Calcutta: The BSFA At Novacon

€D The BSFA' presence at Novacon was sighty constricted by a book room apparently modelled on the Black Hole of Calcutt, thanks
1o the Hote s s inabiiy to be cerain ofthe dimensions of ts ow room, and its own tables. Paul and Elzabeth Bilnger sel up the tables
after Maureen Speller and Paul Kincaid u»expeaeay hadtogoto Manmu on mm»y business, but the much-travelied pair armived back
reakdown shows that we dd extremely well gven the size of

in
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tomboia. They certa

T-shirts
New members
Renewals
Back 1ssues

.00 i

John F Carr J Uloyd Casile

Jherek Carnelian

Tharks for assistance must go o Jane Camall, Chis
aml"-my!ﬂl.sm.lwu,illyw Moira
as well as the usual suspects, Paul and
snum Billnger, Claire Brialey, Paul Hood, Paul
Kincaid, Chris Terran (and apologies o anyone Ive
missed). John D. Rickelt and lan Sales in partcular
contributed to th tombola above and beyond the call of
dty. Al in all, a satisactory conclusion to an eventil

year on the convention ircuit
—Maursen Kincaid Speller

The BSFA contingent recovering after 2 hard day's
tomboing. From left: the back of Paul Hood's head.
Chris and Penny Hill Elizabeth Billinger, Maureen
Kincaid Speller, and Pau Billinger

Joyce Chureniil Jack Cohen Jo Clayton
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?’ﬁf Shadow Over Schauméerg

Gwyneth Jones

Brits Clean Up At Wor(d Fantasy Con

World Fantasy Convention

The Woodfield Hyatt Regency Hotel
Schaumberg, lllinois

31 Oct - 3 Nov 1996

Guests of Honour: Katherine Kurtz, Joe R. Lansdale, Ellen Asher
Artist Guest of Honour: Ron Walotsky
Toastmaster: Brian Lumley

It was sometime in September. David Hartwell rang up when [ was out, with the
message that [ ought to come to World Fantasy Con in Chicago. [ didn't take this
very seriously. A few days later he rang again: You know, you really ought to be
there Gwyneth. Hmm. For me, a phone call from my American editor isn't that
common an event: but this could equally be regarded as a phone call from a
friend and fellow-fan, who is simply convinced 1 shouldn't miss a great
convention. Nice idea, | agreed. But I've already been to Wiscon this year. [ am
not made of money. You're my editor, you ought to know. The campaign moved
to email. Why don't you at least find out what the cheapest air-ticket would cost?
You know, we'd feed you, Tor is prepared to do that . . . after all, you don't eat
much. | demurred: it's still a lot of money. The stakes were raised: The committee
say you can have a free room at the hotel, and a free banquet ticket . . .. Finally,
he broke down and confessed. OK, don't tell anyone, but you've won an award.
Now [ had known that I was nominated for two World Fantasy Awards, but [
had paid not the slightest attention to this fact. I had not even told my nearest
and dearest. The thought of winning one of them had not crossed my mind

So, great, [ have won an award. Still feeling bemused, I offer to write up the
convention for Matrix, and I'm off to Chicago.

Friday

On a cold and windy afternoon, feast
of All Saints, I reached the suburb of
Schaumberg: a flat,  spread-out,
desolate place, completely inimical to
humans, who are not supposed to
venture outdoors on foot. The
Woodfield Hyatt was impressive, with
one of those huge hushed atrium
lobbies. All was light and calm and
greenery, the only noise a murmuring
of running wiaer from the moa,
where prosperous koi carp sported.
Groups of welldressed convention-
eers (among them Neil Gaiman) stood
about or nestled in the plushy
fumiture, discussing important things
discreetly. World Fantasy Con is a
little diffrent from your average sf
gathering

Guoyneth Jones (right) and her baby, held by Lisa Tuttle. Photo taken in about 1990

That evening my main activity, aside from sitting in the bar and drinking
Murphy’s Stout with David Hartwell, Kathryn Cramer, David Drake, and Heather
Wood (an ex-Brightonian who used to belong to famous sixties folk group The
Young Tradition) was attending the traditional Fantasycon mass signing event. |
sat between Patrick O'Leary and Scott Baker. The two lads were pleasant
company, and notched up about a dozen hits each. | think | signed three books,
but [ may be exaggerating. By eleven, which was four in the morning UK time, I'd
been up for very nearly twenty-four hours and decided Id had enough
Disturbingly, when I reached my room it was midnight. As far as | was aware, |
had simply walked out of the hall and taken the stairs to the mezzanine. What
had happened in the missing hour? What s this dark, rusty stuff that's
coagulating under my fingemnails

I spent a disturbed nught.

Jett Clinton J MacLaren Cobban

Jonathan Carroll

Photograph by Roger Robinson
Cartoons by Dave Mooring

Did | mention there was an impro H. P. Lovecraft murder mystery going on? It
was about some people making a TV show of an eldritch tale called “The King in
Yellow” . ... One stumbled over the corpses from time to time. At one point
during the signing, there was screaming and a fist fight ... .. Though instructed by
our programme books to co-operate 1f we happened to be co-opted into this
drama, most of us rather meanly ignored the disturbances (What's going on aver
there? Looks like @ bit of a domestic, better take no notice ..).

Saturday

In the momning I went down with my breakfast buffet ticket at ten to nine, and
found the restaurant strangely deserted, except for Gordon Van Gelder, sitting
alone and brooding over his future as the new editor of The Magazine of Fantasy
and Science Fiction. He revealed that it was ten to eight, and my missing hour
vanished: my hotel clock had been wrong. For the rest of the wed(end I would
keep coming across Gordon looking hunted in various locales, pursued by old
friends and long-time admirers he could not remember ever having met before.
The erstwhile wild young radical boy of US / sf publishing will now have to deal
with being a pillar of the establishment. How is he going to cope? Time willtel

After breakfast I wandered about a bit and eventually went to find the
Committee. | asked them did they run a newsletter. Err, no. No newsletter, no
costumes, no fannish clowning. World Fantasy Con is dignified. | comered Nancy
Ford, and took her off to a quiet alcove by the koi carp moat, to interview her
about the convention for Matrix. Definitely no costumes here, she declared, just as
a resplendent King In Yellow crossed the hall behind her, his hideous robes
flapping and ghastly crown gleaming horribly in the morning light . .. Fantasy
Con, she explained, is the business. Agent and editors and publishing executives
come here to wheel deals, writers come to be led around the paddock and have
their paces shown off and their teeth examined. The programme is modest and
restrained in size, the ‘fun’ is muted,
the real convention is going on in
those quiet, quiet conversations . .
Faling to come up with any
Comumittee problems to chew over, we
talked at some length about pet fish,
cat heirarchies, the curious habits of
toads; and discovered a shared
‘passion for children’s literature. As we
parted, she gave me a small black
rubber rat.

‘Then [ went to a panel on the State of
Horror, which circled around the
central difficulty of successful horror
fiction: the fact that it operates at what
David Hartwell calls “a high level of
comfort”. People like to read about
how the characters’ intestines get
squished out of their ears, and how
they get anal-raped by undead baby
rabbits and so on. But they don't like
to be frightened or disturbed, no way. And in the US especially - a bit of a poser
for British Horror writers — they don't like to be faced with anything so alien and
horrid as a story set in another country. Then I did my own panel, which was about
“New Directions in Fantasy”. Ah . . . now, there’s something Nancy hadn't
mentioned about the few panels available. Everybody comes to them. Walter Jon
Williams, Katya Reimann, Nancy Springer, Ginjer Buchanan, Graham Joyce,
Gwyneth Jones (sic): we talked about what kind of fantasy you write for people
who no longer believe in the Retu of the King. If we don't dream about the
golden age, and don’t want order to return to the cosmos, what are we going to
write about? And what kind of coming-of-age experience happens, when the
young readers who come looking for Tolkien retreads get Walter Jon's highly
disordered Sandanista fairy tales mstead? We chewed on this, and a sea of faces,
rank on rank, looked up and listened: weird! Don't you folks have any serious
drinking to do? - | wondered.

James Nelson Coleman John Coleridge
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Abandoning the idea of getting into downtown Chicago (too far away, too
complicated) [ visited the famous Woodfield Mall, which would have been great
if I had been suffering from Amdale Centre starvation. [ wished my Mum could
have been with me, but it would have been no good really, as there was no Marks
and Spencers. | made some extremely silly purchases, and went to a Jonathan
Lethem reading in the Cthulhu Café (a respectable American cocktail lounge,
refurbished by gothic irony, with plastic dead flies scattered on the clean white
tablecloths); and then retreated to the bar until feeding time.

And 50 it went on, [ lurked in the bar. When [ needed to be fed | would go and
find David and Kathryn and sit and stare at them: luckily they both like cats. I
went to the Meet The Brits party, where the incoming Committee was flying the
flag for next year's con in London’s Docklands. I chatted to the heroic and
beleagured Jo Fletcher, and became aware of a strong undercurrent of
puzzlement, as my friends and acquamtances wondered (not terribly quick on
the uptake): what on earth is she doing here? Ralph Vicinanza, the only hot-shot
New York agent I know who digs Proust, stopped me in passing. “So, how are
things?” he wants to know. “Who's acting for you now? Remember when we met
that time .. . Um . ... This is getting rather unreal. Talked in a more normal
way to Caroline Oakley, and Ellen Datlow

Sunday

1 met Caroline huddled outside the restaurant area at about nine am, looking
exhausted. She'd been at one meeting after another since Thursday, and was be-
ginning to gibber ... | had breakfast with Judith Clute. "So,” she asked, brightly
but firmly, “have you been doing lots of business?” | mumbled something,
feeling deeply embarrassed. | don't do ‘business". I've never wheeled a deal (or
had one wheeled for me) in my life. | do ‘discussing the state of the art’, I'm fine
at that: but 'm not known for investing the price of a transatlantic trip for the
privilege. I was beginning to wonder how I would cope if this award thing
tumned out to be some kind of strange misunderstanding. Maybe I could pretend
1 was over here visiting relatives, or flecing from the police ... The kindly hotel
staff, who spotted me for what | am the moment they first saw me, were much
wiser. My friend the waiter waved us away. No need to worry about the bill for
your friend, he said. You can both eat on that ticket, after all, you don't eat much
{1 must say, it's nice being at a con hotel where the staff stay friendly the whole
weekend. Allowance must be made for the soothing presence of many genuinely
rich people, but it is also true that at WFC nobody was messing about. Graham Joyce
and Paul McAuley claimed to have been thrown out of the bar on Friday night,
but | have no proof that violence, vandalism, vomt or even raised voices were
involved. | darkly suspect they were simply told it was closing time ..}

COULD T HAVE A WINE L1ST, PLeAsE 7
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Oh yes, and then it was time for the Banquet. The concept of a Banquet without
wine s still a mystery to me. | first encountered this phenomenon at Wiscon 1992,
where the Midwesterers drank big glasses of milk ... Steve Pasechnick, small
press publisher of my nominated Fantasy collection Seven Tales and a Fable, wasn't
at the convention, he couldn't afford it. So [ was on one of the Tor tables. Far
away, the British table was making merry with Union Jack balloons. (I heard
afterwards that they tried to order wine and were refused: story possibly
apocryphal). They soon sobered up when Brian Lumley, toastmaster, stood up,
and became rather quiet (so did ) as a spirited and sincere homage to Bernard

Jack L. Chalker John Collier

James Branch Cabell

Manning gathered strength and pungency. Oh dear, oh dear, | hope Graham doesi't
get up and hit him Anyway, the US audience laughed at most of it, So [
suppose that's OK. Fantasy Con has ts strange traditions.

So, the awards. Jo Fletcher had to get up on the podium and make an acceptance
speech for Richard Evans's Special Award (Professional). That was a tough bit. It
was ot easy atall for Jo to get up and say, “I'm honoured and delighted ...” and
all that. She got through it, just about. And yes, it was good to see the award go
to Richard, even in his absence.

More awards. In the end, five of the cight went to Britain. The Best Anthology
went to The Penguin Book of Modern Fantasy by Women, edited by A. Susan
Williams and Richard Glyn Jones. The Best Novel went to Christopher Priest, for
The Prestige. | actually won two of them, for Sevent Tales and a Fable, the collection
(editor and publisher Steve Pasechnick, Edgewood Press); and for a short story
out of that collection, called “The Grass Princess"”. The rest of the details you'll
have to pick up elsewhere, because | was a litle distracted. When it was done,
people told Gene Wolfe stories (Brian Lumiey having retired in triumph) until the
star, who was busy celebrating his fortieth wedding anniversary, tumed up all
rubicund and happy to receive his Lifetime Achievement Award ...

In the bar afterwards, relief was palpable. Graham Joyce insulted me, Paul
McAuley bought me a drink, [ began to feel human again. Phew! So that explains
the mystery of Gwyneth's presence at the business convention. Order was
restored to the cosmos. I tried to phone Steve, and couldn’t get through. We went
out to eat at an Irish-Midwestern restaurant, where I struggled and was
ignominously defeated by the public telephones. Ellen Datlow had to rescue me.
Finally we got through to Steve Pasechnick, to tell him the great news. “Oh, hello
Gwyneth,” he said, “congratulations.” Ah well. I bet I'll still be waiting a while
for that $24 he owes me.

At the dead dog party, Caroline regaled us with an increasingly vile and
disgusting series of stories about How [ Deal With Vermin. She was only talking
about the mice in her flat, but if you were thinking of giving aggravation to Ms
Oakley, friends and colleagues, I should think again. The one about the vacuum
cleaner was the worst, but the one about what she did to the mouse with its arm
tom off was fairly nasty. A group of exhausted
people well old enough to know better
struggled to stay awake and keep drinking, Do YoU Feer 7
simply because we're GROWN UP see, and - -
grown ups do not go to bed at 1030 when /

there's a party going on . ... ln the end, I left

Graham and Paul discussing the mean-

ing of the term "politically
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50, HOW GROWN UP

American (it's a
long story), and
went off to
collapse.
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Monday
On the plane from Chicago to Newark, going home, the woman in the seat next to
me endured the flight in mortal dread, clutching a small pink statue of Our Lady
1 gave her a boiled sweet. When we'd established that no, | didn't come from New
Jersey but actually from England, she at once asked me, “Have you met Princess
Di”“No," | said. “But my husband shook hands with Prince Charles once”
Order was restored to the cosmos,

— © Guyneth Jones 199

« Seven Tales and a Fable is available for £6 inclusive of P&P from BBR Distri-
bution, PO Box 625, Sheffield, S1 3GY. Cheques / POs payable to *Chris Reed"

John Robert Colombo James Colvin
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-Do It Again?-

A Worldcon should be a great opportunity to stir up interest in Science Fiction
and its fandom. Pat McMurray and | feel that the last two in this country -
Conspiracy at Brighton in 1987, and Intersection last year in Glasgow - failed in
this respect by being too inwardly directed

We want to try again, early in the next decafe. Our aim 1s to reach out to all
aspects of fandom in Bntain and invite them to show what they can do. We feel
that Active Fandom 1s in need of revitalisation. Any culture needs new ideas and
perspectives to remain vital. The days when SF Fandom meant solely reading the
books and writing the fanzines are gone; there is now so much more. We need to
encourage fans established in one area of activity to take a look at what else s
available. We also want to introduce the diversity of fandom to a generation who
have grown up with science-fictional things happening as part of everyday life,
but who may not realise there is a fine social life attached.

Do we need another UK Worldcon?
KIM Campbell thinks so . . .

Pat and | have made our decisions to commit the necessarily large chunks of
lifespan to this endeavour. We will start developing our plans and hopes, wishes
and dreams with you at conventions, in publications and in person over the next
few months and years.

— KIM Campbell

Both KIM and Pat are experienced fans and have had a substantial involvement
in running conventions, including the finance and organisational side of
Intersection. They would welcome comments on their plans, either personally or
through these pages.

KIM can be reached online at kimc@dircon. co.uk

or via snailmail at 69 Lincoln Street, Leeman Road, York, YO2 4YP.

Pat can be reached online at pat@cooky .demon. co. uk

-The Flounderi

Edward James, in this personal view, argues that
the Science Fiction Foundation does not exist

To understand the future, you need to know the past ... (and those who already
know the past can skip to the last few paragraphs). The Science Fiction
Foundation was the brainchild of Hay and a few others at the very
beginning of the 1970s. He brought together writers like James Blish, John
Brunner and Kenneth Bulmer, as well as fans, and managed to gain the ear of Dr
George Brosnan, the first director of the North East London Polytechnic. Thanks
to Dr Brosnan, and the hard work of people like Charles Barren, Ralph Cook and
the late Ellis Hillman, the Science Fiction Foundation was established as an
autonomous unit of NELP in 1971. The statement of its intentions is still printed
on page 2 of each issue of Foundation, which it founded in 1972 and which has
been going strong ever since.

Since the beginning it [the SFF] has had the aims of [1] promoting a
discriminating understanding of the nature of science fiction; [2] of
disseminating information about science fiction; (3] of providing research
faciliies for anyone wishing to study science fiction; and (4] of investigating
the usefulness of science fiction in education.

The SFF has been better in accomplishing some of these aims than others: some,
after all, have been an uphill task (1, for instance), and some (like 4) really require
more resources in personpower and money than the SFF has ever had at its
disposal.

The high point of the SFF was the mid-1970s. Arthur C. Clarke and Ursula K. Le
Guin had become its patrons; Peter Nicholls was employed as a full-time
Administrator of the SFF; he organised a National Book League travelling
exhibition of sf, two seasons of sf films at the National Film Theatre, and a series
of sf lectures at the Institute for Contemporary Arts, which was eventually
published as a book; he established Foundation as a significant arbiter of critical
opinion on sf.

After he resigned, to work on the first edition of The Encyclopedia of SF full-time,
Malcolm Edwards and David Pringle both took over parts of his job, and m tum
served as editor of Foundation, but the funding was always in penl, and the SFF's
general status at the NELP was clearly on the wane. The history of the SFF in the
19805 was, in general, a history of decline. Although the secretary, Joyce Day, did
an excellent job in keeping things going into the early 19905, above all running the
steadily growing library and administering the journal, she was not really m a
position to take initiatives. The SSF had a Counal, made up of people from the sf
world (writers, publishers, critics, even the odd academic like myself) and people
from NELP (or, as it became, first, the Polytechnic of East London and then the
University of East London), but although there was a lot of enthusiasm for
carrying out the ideals of the SFF, there was little time and no money. The
nauguration of the Arthur C. Clarke Award was one of the new initiatives;
another was the formation of a group of concemed fans, the Friends of
Foundation (FoF), who provided welcome extra help for Joyce in the library.

Jane Lestie Canly Joan Conquest

James Cawthorn

ng Foundation-

When the Librarian of UEL decided that the SFF's occupation of part of her space
had to end, it was crisis time. By that stage, the main activities of the SFF were
reduced to the Library and the Joumal. Luckily, the Librarian of Liverpool
University was happy to rescue the Library, and Andy Sawyer was appointed as
the Administrator of the SFF Collection. The Journal Foundation continued under
my editorship as before (I have never had any formal connections with UEL), and
FoF took over its administration from Joyce. FoF applied for, and received, official
status asa Chaniy. Since the SFF itself had never really had any legal
status, its Council, at ts last meeting, agreed that the ownership of the Collection
should reside with FoF; and wn January 1995 FoF signed an agreement of
curatorship with the University of Liverpool.

Peter Nicholls was full-time paid Administrator of the SFF; Andy Sawyer is
full-time paid Administrator of the SFF Collection. There is a subtle but important
difference. The SFF has not moved to Liverpool; the University in fact made it
very clear that it was not taking over the SFF itself. The University does keep up
relations with the SFF: a liaison committee meets twice a year. FoF itself has
regular meetings (and an AGM at Eastercon); as a proper charity, there are also
Trustees, who also meet regularly and have an AGM. But where is the SFF?

Although I continue to announce, in Foundation, that the journal is published by
the Science Fiction Foundation, in effect the SFF has vanished. The ‘Friends of
Foundation’ (always a misleading name, because they were the Friends of the SFF
asa whole, not just of the journal Foundation) are Friends of an institution which is
invisible, or deceased . . . an ex-institution.

Does it matter? Aren't there enough bodies duplicating each other's work
anyway? There is FoF; the Academic Fantastic Fiction Network; the BSFA. Well,
personally | think there is room for something eise. None of the three bodies
‘mentioned above actually represents or involves all the people involved in the sf
world today, which includes writers and publishers, as well as academics, other
educationalists, and fans. FoF is certainly still desperately needed, as a group of
people to help run Foundation and to support the SFF Collection. (The University
of Liverpool has provided space and an Administrator, but ittle else in terms of
funds: the SFF Collection there will only continue to grow with outside help) But
5o far FoF has not been able to fulfill the other oniginal aims of the SFF. And
should they be trying? The core of the Friends is a group of peopl very busy in
fandom and in what is Jaughably called 'the real world". Demand more from
them, and they might leave.

Of the original aims of the SFF, arguably Foundation fulflls no. 1; and the SFF
Collection certainly fulfills no. 3. But 2 and 4 need doing in 199 just as much as in
1971. The SFF could do it, and should do it. | do not think the SFF should just be
Fof under another name (although FoF, as a charity, might for instance be in a
position to apply for lottery money on behalf of SFF projects). A new SFF should
involve a much wider group of people, including Big Names, if they can be
attracted, and  this is the crunch ~ some people with fime as well as ideas. What
do BSFA members feel about this?

— Eduward James
Joseph Conraa

James Corley Jonn Cleve
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HY ME? Why now? Why here?
The first organised science fiction event [
ever attended was the 1987 Worldcon in

Brighton. (Will the oddly-dressed person in the bar,
who uttered the immortal line “Greetings, earthling
Need a place to crash?” to a fresh-faced, mnocent
young female graduate, please stand up?) It was all
very strange and not ternbly friendly, and there were
people in what [ naively assumed to be fancy dress.
(“Character, please.) After one day I had seen enough
1 fled fandom and all its trappings, vowing never to
return. Instead, | read a lot of books, and conducted
long and meaningful discussions of them with my
imaginary friends

1 would still be talking to imagnary sf-reading friends
today, and life would be very different, if someone
hadn't convinced me to go to Dublin m 1992. My
friend Tim (who is not wholly imaginary) wanted to
£ to Trincon - a mini-convention organised by the
Science Fiction Society at Trimity College - and
thought I might like to accompany him. I'd never been
to Ireland, and the guidebook said there were plenty
of art galleries and the like. (Some authors | really
liked were going to be at the convention, but | didn't
hold out much hope of actually meeting them; after
all, I'd been to Brighton

Gosh

We proceeded, as one does, to the bar. “Dave,” said
Tim to the person next to us, “this is Tanya. She wants
to meet Storm Constantine.” “Fine,” said David
Gamett (for it was he). | stuttered at Storm for a bit (a
real published author, oh gosh) and she gently passed
me on to two more Complete Strangers. These tumed
out to be Steve Jeffery and Vikki Lee France, who run
Storm’s information service and the fanzine Inception
Thus was | re-introduced to fandom, and now you all
know who to blame for my presence.

After a few months the initial shock of being able to
talk about books I had read - and being told about
books | should have read - began to fade. | started
wniting again, a habit | had given up at university
when | found | couldn't get the hang of
post-modernism. | ran a writers’ workshop for a while.
[met more people, all of whom apparently read entire
books and were capable of saying more about them
than smply “It's good.” Dim memories of my
literature degree began to flare in my brai

Prenuptial
1 daringly attended some more conventions. At one of
these Vikki mtroduced me to a strange woman in
purple. Remarkably soon after meeting the prenuptial
Maureen Speller, [ jomed the BSFA, so that [ could
read intelligent science fiction criticism. (Nearly all my
friends were mn it, anyway.) | began to review for

John Russell Coryel

John Cotton

WHO THE

HELL
DOES

TANYA
BROWN

THINK SHE IS?

Tanya Brown, the drinking man’s
reviewer, edits the paperback reviews in
Vector. But why does she need

IMAGINARY FRIEN

Tanya and the unimaginable Jim de Liscard at
the 1996 Clarke Awards in the Science
Museum (at least | think that's what *SM’
stands for). All other captions rejected for
reasons of taste.
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Vector, but that was as far as it was going to go. | had a
full-ime job; | wanted to wnite fiction; | am neither
organised nor perfectionist. | was determined not to
spend my evenungs producing hand-crafted magazine
artides

Somewhere this plan went awry. The vacancy for
Paperback Reviews Editor coincided with a period of
unemployment; suddenly I had all this spare time in
which to read, and no new books to enjoy. Previous
reviews editors assured me that it didn't take up too
much of one’s time. They mentioned publishers’
parties, and advance copies, and the power of
choosing one’s own review books. And somebody had
todo it. | volunteered.

Computerised

I started receiving review books the week that | started
my current job. Suddenly there didn't seem to be
much time at all any more. There is something faintly
depressing about receiving a mint-condition copy of a
book you really want to read, and having to give it
away o a reviewer before you have time to read it. |
will not dwell on the back-breaking effort of lugging a
dozen Jiffy-bagged paperbacks up eight flights of
stairs when the lifts aren’t working, only to discover
they are all media tie-ins. (I don't do media. I only
discovered that my TV aerial wasn't connected when |
decided to watch Neverwhere, and that was only
because I'd read the book.) The learning process of my
new job (the paid, real-world one) involved taking a
lot of database software home and acquainting myself
with it thus | am able to see at a glance just how many
Star Wars novels have passed through my hands since
last autumn. The entire book-handling process is now
computerised, which makes it much easier to match
books and reviewers. Now [ just need the add-on
which goes to collect the books .

A Good Thing

The BSFA? We're getting there, like dear old British
Rail. Every mailing seems a lttle better, a bit closer to
some fantastical ideal. As a forum for talking about the
literature of the fantastic (a long-winded way of
saying sf ‘n’ fantasy ‘n’ oh-all-night-then-horror) it is
unique in this country. Something for everyone — the
aspiring author, the avid reader, the casual con-goer. It
isaGood Thing

1f 1'had discovered the BSFA (or it had discovered me)
in Brighton, [ wouldn’t have spent five years talking to
my imaginary friends about the latest novel by
Zelazny or Gibson or Le Guin. (I might even have
known which novel really was the latest) Maybe
there’s an advertisement in there somewhere . . . join
the BSFA and find real imaginary friends!

—Tanya Brown

Josephine Young Case
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< IMPORTANT 3
+ Please enclose an SAE when contacting conventions.
« Efforts are made to ensure the accuracy of al the information
ere, but check with the convention before booking.
* If you run, or know of, any uniisted conventions or events please
Jet me know at the editorial aodress.
+ Please mention Marix when enquiing
+ Special thanks to: Dave Langford, Chris O'Shea, Bridget
Wilkinson; errors are mine.
27 Nov: BSFA London Meeting
See box, This months uest is Pat Cadigan
=2 Paul Hood on 01621 816440 for further information
5 Dec: London SF meeting
Wellington pub opposite the OId Vic exit from Waterloo Station
‘London Circle’ meetings are held on the first Thursday in each
month, and usually start about Spm. No special events but very
popular and crowded
justturn up!
24 - 26 Dec: YuleCon (CANCELLED)
There were insufficient bookings for this and the event's been
cancelled. Please enquire about refunds.
= YuleCon, 56 York Road, Torpoint, Cornwall, PL11 2LG
0175281269
25 Dec: BSFA London Meeting . . . Not
Happy Chistmas!
2 Jan 1997: London SF meeting
3-5 Jan 1997: European Anime Conven-
tion
‘Anime Convention at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow
= Shinnenkal, PO Box 3038, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 3JT
# shinnenkaihpsound . denon. co. uk
22 Jan 1997: BSFA London Meeting
31 Jan - 2 Feb 1997: HarmonIX
Filk (s related music) convention al the Rozel Hotel
Weston-Super-Mare. Guests Sue Mason, Mary Ellen Wessels
(MEW). Registration £20, child £10
=1 HarmonlX, 3 West Shrubbery, Rediand, Bristol, BS6 652
31 Jan - 2 Feb 1997: Pegasus 97
Star Trek | general convention at the Hilton National Hotel
Coventry. Guests include Dennis Ashton. Full membership is
£30. chid £15, or £15 per day. cheques payable 1o “Pegasus
Conventions™ (please include 2 large SAEs). Room rates £46.50
pppn single, £31.50 pppn double / twin / triple.
© Pegasus 97, 16 Bramwell St, Eastwood, Rotherham, S
Yorkshire, 565 1RZ
6 Feb 1997: London SF meeting
8 Feb 1997: Conpulsion 97
Gaming con somewhere in Edinburgh with guests Steve Jack-
‘son, Andrew Harman, Andrew Rilstone Registration £2.50.
= Geas Convention, c/o Kenny Haycox, 67 Mailland Hog Lane,
Kirkiston, ED29 9DU
i geas@ed.ac.uk
# http://ww. ed. ac. uk/~geas/
14-16 Feb 1997: Attitude: The Conven-
H

Convention organised by the Afiitude fanzine team, with the
emphasis on_ participation. Memberstip until 31 Jan is £27
attending, on the door €35 (i available). Venue is the Abbey
Hotel, Great Malvern, Worcs. (where the 1997 Novacon will be
nem) rates are £33 pppn single, £29 pppn double. twin. trple or

“ Fm Floor Flat, 14 Prittiewell Square, Southend-on- Sea. SS1
ow

© 0114281 0697
# Attitude@bitch.denon. co.uk

21-23 Feb 1997: TrinCon 2

“Ireland's Premier Science Fiction Convention at Trinity College,
right in the heart of Dublin* And who could possibly deny it with
this amazing guestiist: Gill Alderman, lain Banks, Pat Cadigan,
Jonathan Carrol, Magie Furey, Stephen Gallagher, Harry
Harrison, Michael Marshall Smith, Paul J. McAuley, lan
McDonald, Kim Newman, Nicholas Royle, Geoft Ryman,
Lucius Shepherd, and David Wingrove. And therell be more
Banksie said of fast year's TrinCon 1, | had a totally spifing time
andif the next one is remotely as good as the last TrinCon, il be:
he hoot of the year * Incredidly, al this costs only £15 for the
weeekend. Thal's the ‘pre-booking’ rate. which must be paid
before 15 Feb 97: on the door il be £20. Under 14s and one-day
passes cost €12 Cheques ( POs payable o ‘Dubln University
Science Fiction Society

Juanita Coulson J

Coupling

1 TrinCon 2, 40 Daniel Street, Dubin 8, Irefand

# sfsocenaths. ted. e

# http://ww.csc. ted. 1e/~sfsoc/trincon

26 Feb 1997: BSFA London Meeting

2 Mar 1997: Picocon 14

Imperial College's annual one-day convention, held on a Sunday,
10am-8pm. An ideal and cheap introduction to conventions. Guest
s Simon Ings and membership is £8 (students only £3).

©ICSF clo IC Urion, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London,
SW7 288

6 Mar 1997: London SF meeting
26 Mar 1997: BSFA London Meeting

5777—0‘ London

Meetings

On 25 September, Harry Harrison was the guest of
the London BSFA meeting. Harry, himself an early
member of the Association, talked for over an hour on
his early days as a science fiction writer and the
hand-to-mouth existence so typical of writers in the
1950s, of writing for (and editing) John W. Campbell,
and the contemporary sf field and ongoing research
for hs next book

BSFA London Meetings take place on the fourth
Wednesday of every month (except December, where
the fourth Wednesday usually falls dangerously close
to, and this year on, Christmas Day). Each meeting
usually features a quest speaker and although it isn't
always possible to arrange this sufficiently far in
advance to allow publicity in Matrix details can usually
be found in Ansible o by contacting Paul Hood or
Mark Plummer (contact details below) beforehand, but
please remember that phoning on the day won't do
you any good as both of us go straight to the meeting
from work. Mestings are held in the upstairs room of
the Jubilee Tavern on York Road, London SE1, which
is on the south bank of the Thames between Waterloo
and Westminster Bridges. The nearest stations are
Waterloo (mainline o Underground) or Westminster
(Underground). Although the- offcial start time for
events is usually about 7.00 - 7.30 pm, early arrivals
are diiting in from about 5.00; it you get there early
and the upstairs room is closed, we'll be in the main
bar and, if in doub, the landlord will be able to point
us out to you. Several committee members and
Vector | Matrix contrbutors are usually in attendance
50 its a chance to see some of the faces to go with
the names that you've seen in the magazines. There
is no charge and meetings are open to members and
non-members

— Mark Plummer

Contacts: Paul Hood on 01621 816440
Mark Plummer on 0181 656 0137

28-31 Mar 1997: Intervention

24-26 May 1997: Fantasticon UK

General convention at the Harrogate International Conference
Centre. Guests include Harry Harrison, David Gemmel, Lisa
Tuttle, Ramsey Campbell, Jack Cohen and Rog Peyton.
propritor of the Andromeda Bookshop in Birmingham. Events
include items on cull rado sf and a comprehensive video
programme. Rates unil 1 Sep 1996 are £40.50 atending,
£13.50 supporting, with reductions for indvidual days. Children
aged 5 and below are free, children under 14 hall price.

=ISAE to Fantasticon UK, 38 Planetree Ave., Fenham,
Newcastie-upon-Tyne, NE4 TH

# mir95gaber.ac.uk

28 May 1997: Arthur C. Clarke Award
Science Museum. Invitation only.

25-27 Jul 1997: Voyage 97

The second Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea convention, held
at the Novotel, Arundel Gate, Sheffieid. “Wonderlul friendly
atmosphere, episodes. discussions, costume party, writers'
workshop, zine fbary " But no details o rates, unfortunately.

1 Voyage 97, 15 Fullers Court, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4DZ

3 - 5 Sep 1997: LoneStarCon
The 55t World sf convention in San Antorio, Texas.
PO Box 27277, Austin, TX 78755-2277, USA

23 Oct - 2 Nov 1997: Coachcon

Goach tp sarting in London, via Portmeiron, to Euro-Ociocon
in Ireland, and back to London for the World Fantasy
Convention

= SAE or 2xIRCs to 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW 1AX

24-27 Oct 1997: Euro-Octocon '97

The 1997 Eurocon and Ireland's national sf con combined.

= Euro-Octocon '97. 211 Blackhorse Avenue, Dubli 11
Ireland

% nanchughetcd. ie

#* http://arrogant.ltc.ici,ie/OctoCon. html

31 Oct - 2 Nov 1997: World Fantasy
Convention

1997 sees the centenary of Bram Stoker's Dracuia, and the
WFC will be celebrating this (which doubliess explains the
contact address). Venue is the Brttania International Hotel in
Koo' Docande o sk e g Howe. 1y
1RA Membership i now

=3 PO Box 31, Whitby, Nonh Yorks., YO22 4YL

10-13 April 1998: Intuition

The 1998 Eastercon at the Picadilly Jarvis Hotel in Manchester.
Guests Connie Willis, lan McDonald and Martin Tudor.
Enauirefor current rates

@ Infuiton, 43 Onslow Garden, Wallngion, Surrey, SM 9OH
# INTUITIONgsmof .deon. co. uk

# http://wav. ast . can, ac.uk/-ach/ intuition/intu
ition_index. htnl

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party
Convention to celebrate the conclusion of Batyion 5, to be held
at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, London.
Confirmed guests are J. Michael Straczynski (creator of the
series). Harlan Ellison (series consuant), Jack Cohen
(xenobiologist). John Ridgeway (comics artit), Bryan Talbot
(artist). Adam ‘Mojo" Le (computer animalor on the
series), John Matthews (expert on Athurian mythology)
lembership until the 1997 Eastercon is £60 (instaiment
schame avalai). undr 175t i, 25 s, Fom

The 1997 Eastercon, themed around . Venue is
ihe Adeiphi Hote in Liverpoal. Gues's are Brian Aldiss, Octavia
Butler, David Langford and Jon Bing. Membership is now £30
atending. £20 supporting or unwaged, ising to £35 and €25 on 1
Dec.

= ntervention, 12 Crowsbury Close, Emsworth, Hants, PO10

78

01264 3765%

# intervent iongpoapey. denon. co. uk

#http: //ds.dial..pipex. con/ninerva. tech/ interven
htm

3 Apr 1997: London SF meeting
1 May 1997: London SF meeting

23-26 May 1997: Year of the Wombat
Humour convention at the Bestwood Lodge Hotel, Natiinghar
£25 uniil Easte.

1 Year of the Wombat, 22 The City, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9
i)

James Cowan Joan Cox

Jael Cracken

triple, in, £47ppp single.
 The Wirap Party, PO Box 505, Headmg‘ RG1 708

& ThefirapPartyebi lpin.co.u

* http://www, mpm.cn.u‘x/’rnewrapymy

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3

The Worldcon goes down under. Guests are George Turner,
Gregory Benford and Bruce Gillesple. Membership is $140
(US)

1 The UK Agent is Marlin Hoare, 45 Tiehurst Road, Reading,
RG1 7TT

27 Dec 1999 - 2 Jan 2000: Millennium
See in the new millennium (a year early if you'e a pedant) at
his con, 10 be held somewhere in northern Europe, probably
the UK or a BeNeLux country. £3.00 per year, to be deducted
from the eventual membership cost.

= Malcolm Reid, 186 Casewick Rd., West Norwood, London
SE270SZ

Jonn Creasey
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LOCAL GROUPS

FONT, the Manchester S1 Group. meets on the second
and fourth Thursdays in the month. at the Crown and

rchor Beer Engine (Hiton St / Pon S comer| in
Manchster cty certre. Usually from atout 8prm bl last
orgers The group's ol fomal enough lo have a
sectetary. but anyone who warts 10 ind out how 10 get o
mm-mmwm“wmo\ﬂ 2

myw OUP 1o 0 Laesr .

Then e Laester Soence Fiton Group would ke 1o
_mm»mmnmm-nm
it e verue: on

einer gve Des Lows & g on 01255
81211901 you can st o up.

rom you Cortact John Oram. 3 Qatlands Avenue. Bat
Hil. Cambs. CB3 BEQ or phone 01954 781797 after
fom

WANTED
WOANTED: ey i ot S g by
Jement. Cortact John Olls, 51 Beimont Aoad. Luon

gMembersioticeboardy

AdvemsemenB and annwnwmﬁnts are FREE to BSFA mambors
Send your ad to the editorial address.

[yt i i P, Wi o e

g Hegh

‘MV Ivllu Flat 3. 28 Louss Street. Hull HU3 1LY Tel

o1s82 2

S R O i £ o

coniton o Bran Stiefods vl The Paradox

Sets. wb,uxswhmmﬂn CMIYMM

3 Beschwood Coun. Bach Seschwend Grove,

L4z

'WANTED: Complete se of BEC TV Video Sunwors.
o pay carmage or cotect 1 oca. Contat Geolt

Hunt. 71 Poplar Grove. New Maiden Surrey, KT3 30N

BOOKS REQURED - Ace Deuies Bans. Coney,

‘Stabletord.

Gate. and Wizard of e

Any copes in any condion of The Lncom Treasury
edted by Bruce Cowile, pubished by Doutiedy i
1988, iogies of Fantasy by Bran Ansbery,
Indiana Universdy Press i 192

Please cortact Michsel Braithwaie. 27 Marsh Drive,
West Hondon, London, NW8 7OE or phone 0181 202

3008 WAVTED st t bt o o
e condton wi
Eadnge Maptans Ganoi 300 Caste of

Raymond R. Feist: Msgcian, Siertor, Darkness Al
Semanon

DANCER FOR THE WORLD'S DEATH, an ilusiraied
sigred ang numbered hited-dton bookiet by Storm
Due

el osswords  (ckuding _anrotsed
soksons) by John English s now avalate! Prce £200
rom Becoon Publcasions, 75 Rossin Avenue. Harokd
Wood Essen. M3 0FG.

SF BOOKS / MAGAZINES FOR SALE The Scence

umms-vams‘mﬂﬁ/ﬂnmm\m

ber o Incepton al £350 . pép. Cheques payadie o
nceplion’ Aso avalable by Constantine from nceplion
A1 Elemental Tale (a tantasy) and Colurases (a poem).
outol-prnt books. Aleph

for e

postiree. Order from Brian Stableford, 113 St Peters
Foad, Reading AGE 1PG.
‘COLLECTION FOR SALE New feview copis of SF and
Fantasy fiton and related noriicton (crcism, books
atout tim TV, author siudes etc). plus my
colecton ol ftion. realed _norfiction,  Amencan
S it s Wt and
most = escelint Some
mln!ﬂn Al very reasonably preed ot . 0

A LOAD OF OLD BoSh. ten of m Shaw's serious
scentfic falks! Produced by Beccon Publeations for
‘Contabulation, the 1995 Briish National SF Convention
Al profts wil be donated 1o the RNIB Taling Book
Fund. £495 trom Beccon Publcations. 75 Rossiyn
Avenue, Harold Wood, Essex. M3 ORG

Misc

‘SOME LOVELY MAN sert me - inaf's Sy Fsed - &

g 50 | can pay you what | owe and rot expee of
HR House, Moats. Tre.
S P14 208 Tt 1440 1227
MNTHG U THE SCORAC m el
uvsu:sunmh‘.mw-
wiest Reconcan Newserws. Free fom Mark
vmasﬂmﬁnmmmmw
Yorks. 1529 0PA
nearty fory years of

contrtnsors and s
o G, iy W otk 1523 8P £t e
1 groat unexplored geree

e s Pevicn. Tum o e Soee Gt 83060

COMPETITION EXTRA: RESULTS OF COMPETITION 119: o and ®, “Jane Chords”

This c;mhpﬂlllon bh:d easily the best entry ~ FROM TITLE AUTHOR JANE CHORD
ever, both in numbers and amount of work | " i
done by all the entrants. The most letters | o Ty Fachiy Ia‘m Barks gt
got from one person was three, and the Kev McVeigh leehenge Kim Stanley Robinson  The ends.
most en{_r'i\eshm oneh le«e; was ‘].ve]l ove]{ Paul Hood The ‘Helliconia’ Trilogy Brian Aldiss This snow.
twenty. The list on the right is only a smal > : .
part of the total entry and is i no partic- Syd Foster %‘hv;;m!nx i zuce Sterling ] Painted wonderful.
tlaF order, except | have kept the wiane I ’:e B r;lur_v of Whiteness : im Stanley Robinson  Now forever. .
until last, T think [ should really give a eBirvige in Basits Trapped. yeah?
prize to the author who has supplied, pro-  Andy Mills Red Mars Kim Stanley Robinson  Mars again.
bably unwittingly, the best set of Jane Blood Music Greg Bear Each forever.
Chords. So far the winner of this is Kim  john Oram Telepathist John Brunner After man.
Stanley Robinson, who just pips Roger Fairyland Paul | McAuley The children.
Zelazny and lain (M.) Banks. 7 £ 5
Tk bl —— Paul Lennox The Fabulous Riverboat Philip José Farmer Resurrection day.
nks to all entrants, especially those wi .
incorporated their entries into longer Theo Ross Podkayne of Mars Robert A. Hemlein Al me.
letters about life, the universe and every- The Ship Who Sang Anne McCaffrey She singing.
thing. PLEASE keep entries for this continu- £l William Kotzwinkle The geranium.
ing competition going - you never know, lan Forshaw Damnation Alley Roger Zelazny The garbage.
we might come up with another prize ina peter Griffiths We Yevgeny Zamyatin | prevail
couple of issues time. Here are the rules, i ? ,'
simplicity tself: a ‘Jane Chord" i obtained John D. Rickett A Case of Conscience James Blish The grief.
by removing all but the first and last words ~ Chris Shuring. Consider Phlebas lain M. Banks The Culture.
z: a wo;k and seeing what results. Remem- Tiger! Tiger! Alfred Bester This awakening.
T, it doesn't have to be a novel - short ili

Soces, aricles of any ofter are all Philip Multh!wney The Courts of Chaos Roger Zelazny Amber always.
cligible. Send all ntries to Roger Robin-  Graham Smith  Titus Groan Mervyn Peake Gormenghast stronghold.
son at the address on the back page. The winner! Gormenghast Titus world.

— Roger Robinson Titus Alone To home.

The ‘Gormenghast’ Trilogy Gormenghast home.

Jonn Keir Cross

Jean-Louls Curtis

Joseph Campbell ang

of course

Jesus Christ

Happy Christmas' 23

H
£
E
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.:kull C

Aleph
squints a the news

ig Butt

COMPETITION 122: “HE(A)RD OF ELEPHANTS”

A simple idea - but one that should give a lot of scope for your imaginations. You remember all those
bizarre collective nouns - an exaltation of larks, a siege of herons, a crash of rhinoceroseseseses; what
about adding to the st with some sf ones? The subjects can be authors, characters, races (both TAFF and
otherwise), books, fans, etc. etc. etc.

The one that | thought of which sparked off this idea was ‘A shortage of Dangerous Visions” which nicely
Jinks the editor and the publishing history of the ‘tilogy’. Over to you — the interstices of the matrix?!

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 120: “IT'S VERSE, JiM, BUT NOT As WE
KNow IT”

A small entry here, but nonetheless of quitea high qualty
Just space for two or three samples. Results and winners of the
Barbara Davies sent: “Jane Chord’

The Anderson idea of fashion competition appear on

In LIFO shows a peculiar passion page 23

For Nylon Wigs & Beige String Vests — )

And Uniforms which show off breasts ks s S roqdesiod or i,

But surely in the age of rockets 50 keep looking!

They could have given Straker pockets?

Roddy Williams came up with the following “Ode to Mr Worf":
Of allthe gorgeous personnel aboard the Enterprise
1t's hunky chunky Mr Worf who makes my fluids rise.
love his James Brown haircut and his bony forehead ridge,
And the way his tunic sparkles as he stomps around the bridge.

You can keep Commander Riker for he's fat and wears a wig,
Data s an android and his ears are far too big.

Picard has not survived the vicious ravages of Time;

So for Warp Ten rumpy-pumpy it's the Klingon every time.

And one from regular entrant Nigel Parsons sums it up nicely:
Long as my VCR stll goes
[l tape and play my favourite shows
Star Trek — X-Files and Dr Who
And late-night films on BBC2
The “Five Year Arc” of Babylon 5
Is all that keeps my brain alive
But though my teacher pushes Plato
I'lljust sit here: a couch potato.

But the winner Lesley Milner showed that small is beautiful by submitting a haiku:
ing Ago
I Lived for Blake's Seven
Now Hive within Babulon 5.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 121: “INDEPENDENCE DAY BLUES”
A small but well thought-out set of suggestions for sequels to Independence Day which included some
plots that the Yanks would never swallow!

Nigel Parsons suggested Ego 5, ID 4 with the sublitle of Clinton Scores in Extra Time, while Kev McVeigh
suggested that Hollywood should trawl the st of perfectly good sf titles that already exist, such as The
Day of Their Retuurn. The winner is John Cox (living in France) who suggested a plot for a film to be called
“Bastille Day {although this might have to be delayed as it really should be ID14". Lesley Milner only lost
out with her suggestion Easter Day: The Aliens Rise Agam because she was already a winner of the verse
competition

— Roger Robinson

Please send all entries,
together with any
competition correspondence,
to the usual address:

matrix is sketched out on a creaking

corn 25000, cut 10 fit by various bits of
are. notably zap (never knowingly over-

by
Roger Robinson o, bO neauy and packed in tissue by bramley
75 Rosslyn Avenue g maling services, founced cown the
Harola Wood, Fusex | | reads? e e b you
RM3 0RG ~mainy 122~ SouNGiracked by brass monkey, lush. speedy |
by e S it el conerarces, e el
Friday 27 December 1996 siring band. kevin ~b minor mass-. mark

radciifte. atro-celt sound system, and steely dan
- telcitaions of the festival of your choice 10 you

« Ce Aeph wishes 1o apologise for the reference to
“Uncle Bob"inhis previous column, in connection with TAFF's financial
problems. It shouid of course have been “Auntie”

+ Novacon Express Aleph's spies at Novacon report . ..« Mark
Plummer was severely embamassed by his Nova Award for Best
Fanzine (The Fanzine Formerly Known As Waxen Wings & Banana
Skins, co-edited with Claire Brialey) and being runner-up to Alison
Freebaim in the Best Writer category, which came on top of his Doc
Weir Award - for being an all-round Good Egg - earfier in the year. His
shy discomfiture was so Obvious that everybody instantly started
caling him "Hugo'. + Claire practised dimpiing and going red - very
charmingly ~ and later denied that Croydon was in fact a suburb of
Leeds. » Alison's win was greeted with much woo-wocing and whistes:

+ Seiw Docron A highight of Novacon's TAFF auction was a guest
appearance by a large tarankia spider, seen frightening the beard off
Rhodri James and giving visting US fan Gary Farber (among others)
an intimate: examinaton. probably involving palpation. Unforunately
the owner of the beast - who shall be nameless - had a momentary
lapse of reason and forgo o take the poor creature home. T spider
was last seen in Andromeda boss Rog Peyton's offce, staring
baletuly out of a carrer bag. Check your purchases carefully . . ..
+Gary Farber's promise 1o proceed down the aisle on hands and
knees towards Martin Tudor and kiss his feet in recompense for
unwarranted infrusion into Briish TAFFars raised lots of aughs and
cash. Dave Mooring added insut o injury by pledging £10 i Tudor
was_bareloot. - Notable absentees at Novacon included D. West
(whose spit nevertheless hovered walchiuly. rolup in mouth) a
certain staff wrter of 2 leading skify zine (who couidn! wangle 1t on
expenses, and isn! he giad he Gdnt win TAFF), and one Abigail
Frost. Wil she tum up ! Eastercon net year? Sameone paid for her
1t couid have been you

vammy&mmmmmwmm
moderist classic Bill and Ben has revealed that she got the names
from her brothers. And the Yiob-a-ob" dialogue came from their
childhood, after discovering the delights offarting i the bath.

+ Sneep WormyiNG The Welsh-anguage edition of Kim Stanley
Robinson's ‘Mars' trlogy has been scrapped due to the mmmy o!
HarperCollnsForeignDivision's reps to distinguish between G
Mawrth and Gias Mawrih.

+ Muroer IN Space (Allegedy ) Etforts continue to rehabilitate the
lawyers'friend, 0. J. Simpson - the latest wheeze is to send him into
space on the shuttie. NASA is uniikely to be sympathetic: Simpson
wnhlsﬂﬂn&pmmﬂm in which the organisaton was

depicted as faking a Mars landing on a movie sel. On second
thoughts, they did co-operate i the fim's making
+ Psst.. eph the Clarke
Award are actall chosen: furvely. Mark Plummer tels a: “Davd
Barrett just
fike, Wanna be a Clarke Award judge” and | said, Err ... OK*
-erGoesUaAsyumkmpdwmmm
‘wards Australia, Aleph wonders where the
magnet. Or who the space agencies e trying to ht. LﬁstGng
Egan has a fn hat
+ Peak Pracrice What s it about the North of England? OK, its
full of whippets and dark satanic mills, but even that doesn't explain
the number of horror wriers oop north, And it can' be something in the
waler - there isn't any. There's Ramsey Campbell and Ciive Barker
(Liverpool), Stephen Laws and Chaz Brenchiey (Newcastle), Graham
Joyce (Leicester), Stephen Gallagher (Hull, Ribble Valey), Jonathan

dving into town one day | thought,that realy i 2 remendous feeling
I've destroyed 2 whole town. 1t Gave me a real buzz * Aleph has been
to Doncaster, and understands ths perfecty. Clark's next novel is set
in Leeds: Matrx editors take note.

+ Whio's Who Aleph understands that certan

were heard to ask, “Who is Aleph?” He's onto it O — R, <?7<R,




BSFA MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

Please return to: BSFA Survey, 26 Northampton Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 7HA
by Friday 31 January 1997.

Please tick relevant boxes and print clearly where appropriate

YOU AND YOUR INTEREST IN SF

1. Name: 2. Sexx M F 3 Age: 4. BSFA membership no:
5. Address:

6. Postcode: 7. E-mail address:

8. Marital status: 9. Occupation:

10. Do you: O Own your own home/have a mortgage O Live in rented accommodation O Live with your family O Other
(please state)

11. In what range is your annual income? O Unwaged O Upto £10,000 O £10,001-£15,000 O £15,001-£20,000
0O £20,001-£25,000 O £25,001-£30,000 O £30,001-£40,000 O More than £40,000

12. Does SF/fantasy form the major part of your reading for pleasure? O Yes O No

13. Ifnot, what is your major preference?

14. What types of SF do you read?

Oi Sometimes

<
4

DDDDDDDDDDDDDD%

Alternative history
Time travel

Near future

Space opera

Hard (scientific) SF
Military SF

Cyberpunk

Feminist SF
Social/psychological SF
Humorous SF

Fantasy

Horror
Novelisations/spin-offs
Other (please state)

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDE

oooooooooooooo
DDDDDDDDDDDDDD?

15. How long have you been a regular SF reader? 0 0-2 years [0 3-5years [0 6-10years O Longer than 10 years

YOU AND THE BSFA
16. How long have you been a member of the BSFA? 0 0-2 years [3-5 years [ 6-10years O Longer than 10 years

17. Which other SF or fantasy-related organisations (if any) do you belong to, and how long have you been a member of those
organisations?
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18 What do vou think BSFA's role 1s, and how well do you think it is performing that role (tick all that apply)?

Part of role (tick if you agree) Performing well (tick if you agree)

Providing information about SF o o

(eg through the magazines)
Providing SF-related publications o a

(eg A Very British Genre)
Promoting appreciation/understanding of SF o o
Providing contact for SF fans o o
Providing support for SF writers o o
Other (please state) o o

19. Do you have a copy of A Very British Genre? O Yes O No
20. Which of the following events have you attended in the last two years?

Intersection (the 1995 Worldcon): O Yes O No

Never Once 2-5 times More often
Other conventions =] o =] o
Signings/promotional events a o o o
BSFA London meetings =] a o o
Other local SF group meetings a o o u}
(please state)

21 Are you currently actively involved in the BSFA in any of the following ways, or would you like to be involved in the
future (please tick all that apply)?

Currently involved Would like to be involved in future
Contributing to magazines a o
Attending local meetings o o
Helping out at conventions a o
Attending the AGM o a
Voting in the BSFA Awards o =]
Other (please state) o a

22. What might encourage you to get involved?

23. Do you think the BSFA is good value for money? O Yes O No

24. If no, why?

BSFA MAGAZINES
25. Which of the magazines do you usually read? O Matrix O Vector O Focus
26. How many other people usually read your mailing?

27. Which other SF magazines (if any) do you read?
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28. What do you think of the contents of the magazines in general?

Excellent Good Poor  Very poor
Matrix a o a o
Vector a o u] o
Focus o o o =]

29. What do you think of the overall look (design) of the magazines?

Excellent Good Poor  Very poor
Matrix o [m] o o
Vector o o a a
Focus o o a o

30. How much do you enjoy these features in the magazines?

Alot Quite a lot Not at all

Matrix

Editorial

News

Publishing news/previews
BSFA news/interviews
Media (non-book) coverage
Convention reports

Fanzine reviews/fandom coverage
Letters

Aleph (gossip column)
Events diary

Noticeboard

Puzzles and competitions

oooDoooDOooooo0oO
oooooooooooo

Vector

Editorial

Interviews
Cognitive Mapping
General SF criticism
Hardback reviews
Paperback reviews
Letters

ooooooo
ooooooo

Focus
Editorial
Fiction

Poetry

Forum
General advice
Letters

oooooo
oooooo

31. If you actively dislike any features, why is this?

gooooooooooo

ooooooog

|  Hasimproved  Has got worse
| a
o a
a o
Hasimproved ~ Has got worse

o [u]

o a

u] o

Want more? Want less?

] a
o a
o a
a a
o a
o o
o o
a a
(u] o
u] a
o a
o o
a a
a a
a a
o a
=] s]
a] =]
=] o
a ]
a o
o (=]
o o
a o
o =]

oooooo

32. Do you like illustrations in the magazines? O Matrix O Vector O Focus O Would like more O Would like fewer

O Would like better quality

33. Are you content with the coverage given to writers in Focus? 0 Too much O About right O Too little

34. Would you like bi hies or bibli hies to be appended to articles in Vector? O Biographies [ Bibliographies

O Neither O Don’t care

35. Would you be willing to contribute to the magazines in the future? O Yes O No
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36 If yes, which of the following would you be interested in doing (please tick all that apply)?

Book reviews a Interviews a
Film reviews o Fiction/poetry a
Video reviews o Artwork o
TV/radio/audio reviews u] Critical features and articles a
Theatre reviews u] General articles a
Convention reports a Providing news a
Other (please state) s}
37. On which authors would you ly like to see inter in Vector?

38. What other features would you like to see in the magazines?

39. Would you be prepared to write/contribute to these features? O Yes 0 No

OTHER BSFA ACTIVITIES

40. Do you know what Orbiter does? O Yes O No

41. Are you a member of an Orbiter? O Yes O No

42. Do you think Orbiter is fulfilling its role? O Yes O No

43.If no, what do you think it should be doing?

44, Would you be interested in more BSFA publications? [0 Yes O No

45. Would you be interested in the following items of BSFA merchandise (please tick any that apply)? O T-shirts O
Sweatshirts [0 Postcards O Posters O Mugs 0O Bookmarks O Pens O Other (please state)

46. Would you be interested in buying ions and other Oat 0O by mail order?
47. Do you think the BSFA should increase its use of the Internet? O Yes O No O Don't have Internet access

48. If you have Internet access, would you like to join the BSFA mailing list? O Yes ONo
(If yes, remember to fill in your e-mail address (question 7).)

Data relating to your responses will be analysed on a computer database. Please tick this box if you are not willing for such
data to be kept on computer: O (Information about individuals will not in any case be released to sources outside the BSFA.)

Thank you for completing this survey. If you have any specific opinions or comments about the BSFA which you can't fit into

the space provided, or which relates to something we haven't covered in the survey, we would welcome any further feedback.
Please send such comments 1o the survey address in the first instance.
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